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I will cut the matter short, and ask,
once for all, did they return the compli-
ment, and without exception reciprocate
the kindness and courtesy with which
they were invariably met? No, they did
not, at least not all of them, for sev-
eral returned evil for good, and intro-
duced wickedness and corruption into
our midst, and the Lord knows that we
already had enough of that to contend
with.

Past experience has taught the
brethren that in future it will probably
be the best policy to let soldiery quarter
by themselves, and I am perfectly will-
ing.

If persons come here and behave like
gentlemen, they shall enjoy their rights,
and we will enjoy ours or fight to the
death. Let the laws of the United States
be honored, and the laws of the individ-
ual States, and we will do as the King-
dom of God will do—protect everybody in
their rights.

The experience of the last winter has
taught us a good lesson, and we hope it
has taught the people generally a lesson.
I am troubled all the time with, "Brother
Brigham," and "President Young, I do
love you, President Young," when at the
same time some, who use such expres-
sions, will have one arm round my neck,
loving me dearly, and the other around
the neck of a scoundrel, trying to get
Christ and Belial together; this I cannot
endure.

If a man will keep a grog shop and
permit wickedness to fester around him,
or do anything else that is contrary to
the Christian religion taught in the New
Testament, I say to all such, either stop
it, or take your property and leave, for
our laws do not tolerate it, and we will
put them in force against you. As to
again suffering the wickedness and mis-
rule of foul spirits that come into our
midst, and are treated by us as gentle-
men, I will not.

I will say to such official gentlemen

as tell and boast "what the General Gov-
ernment is going to do," or "what they
themselves will do," or "what they want
to do," thinking to terrify the Latter-day
Saints, that you may as well undertake
to terrify the Almighty on His throne, as
to terrify a Latter-day Saint of the true
stripe—one who has the true blood in
him.

True, there are many timid persons:
timidity or fear is a weakness of the
flesh; but to that person who has so far
obtained the victory over the flesh as to
know how God is dealing with the peo-
ple, there is no terror, for he is just as
ready to die as to live, just as the Lord
pleases; his object is to do right, and he
fears not.

The kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Jesus taught his disciples to pray that
the kingdom of heaven might come upon
the earth, and when it does come, you
will find that it will be very different
from what many people are imagining or
expecting it will be. Its spirit will be to
preserve their individual rights sacred to
the inhabitants of the earth.

What is the foundation of the rights
of man? The Lord Almighty has orga-
nized man for the express purpose of be-
coming an independent being like unto
Himself, and has given him his individ-
ual agency. Man is made in the likeness
of his Creator, the great archetype of the
human species, who bestowed upon him
the principles of eternity, planting im-
mortality within him, and leaving him
at liberty to act in the way that seemeth
good unto him, to choose or refuse for
himself; to be a Latter-day Saint or a
Wesleyan Methodist, to belong to the
Church of England, the oldest daugh-
ter of the Mother Church, to the old
Mother herself, to her sister the Greek
Church, or to be an infidel and belong to
no church.

As I have just stated, the Lord
Almighty has organized every human
creature for the express purpose of


