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of consecration in their works, as well
as in their prayers. Do I, as an indi-
vidual, want to see the people deed all
they have to the Church? It does not con-
cern me individually; I would not give
the ashes of a rye straw for a personal
deed of all the Latter-day Saints pos-
sess. Yet they are trying to acknowledge
that all is the Lord's, and will say, "Let
brother Brigham come and get what he
wants, but I do not believe in giving up
this property, it is mine, and I may want
to trade this, that, or the other article."
I do not want one red cent from you, but
the Lord would be glad to see the people
practice out of doors what they hypocrit-
ically profess before Him indoors. They
say they are the Lord's, and when their
children are taken sick, or their wives,
fathers, mothers, or husbands are taken
sick, O, how humble they then are, and
they will send for the Elders to pray for
them, and acknowledge that all is the
Lord's, and say, "We give ourselves and
all we have to thee." The Lord makes
them well by His power, through the or-
dinances of His house, but will they con-
secrate? No. They say, "It is mine, and
I will have it myself." There is the trea-
sure, and the heart is with it, and what
will be the end thereof? That which they
seem to have will be given to those who
are faithful, and they will receive noth-
ing at all. They will not get an inher-
itance upon the earth, and cannot be
crowned as kings and rulers in the king-
dom of God; but if they are saved at all
it will be as servants, to do the drudgery
of those who are faithful, and who live
the religion outdoors which they say they
have in their hearts. If the people knew
themselves, if they understood their own
feelings and reasonings, and the spir-
its that operate upon them, and of what
spirit they are, there would be no need of
thus talking to them.

When the revelation which I have

read was given in 1838, I was present,
and recollect the feelings of the brethren.
A number of revelations were given on
the same day. The brethren wished me
to go among the Churches, and find out
what surplus property the people had
with which to forward the building of
the Temple we were commencing at Far
West. I accordingly went from place
to place through the country. Before I
started, I asked brother Joseph, "Who
shall be the judge of what is surplus
property?" Said he, "Let them be the
judges themselves, for I care not if they
do not give a single dime. So far as I am
concerned, I do not want anything they
have."

Then I replied, "I will go and ask
them for their surplus property;" and I
did so; I found the people said they were
willing to do about as they were coun-
seled, but, upon asking them about their
surplus property, most of the men who
owned land and cattle would say, "I have
got so many hundred acres of land, and
I have got so many boys, and I want
each one of them to have eighty acres,
therefore this is not surplus property."
Again, "I have got so many girls, and I do
not believe I shall be able to give them
more than forty acres each." "Well, you
have got two or three hundred acres left."
"Yes, but I have a brother-in-law coming
on, and he will depend on me for a living;
my wife's nephew is also coming on, he
is poor, and I shall have to furnish him
a farm after he arrives here." I would go
on to the next one, and he would have
more land and cattle than he could make
use of to advantage. It is a laughable
idea, but is nevertheless true, men would
tell me they were young and beginning
the world, and would say, "We have no
children, but our prospects are good, and
we think we shall have a family of chil-
dren, and if we do, we want to give
them eighty acres of land each; we have


