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with the workings of the power that sus-
tains them. This the people ought to find
out in the first place, and then they will
know that the earth is the Lord's, and
the fulness thereof, and that there is an
eternity of matter yet to be organized.
When the Saints find out the truth as it
is, they will learn that they have noth-
ing to consecrate in reality, that they
have nothing to give to the Lord, be-
cause they hold nothing but what al-
ready belongs to Him. We seem to pos-
sess much, and if we are faithful and
endure to the end will be crowned, and
then the Lord will say, "It is enough, you
have proved yourselves faithful." Com-
paratively speaking, He will talk with
them as a father does with his children.
To one son he says, "Go and improve that
farm, though I do not deed it to you;" to
another he says, "Take that farm;" and
to a third, "Take this;" and all upon the
same conditions, "and I will see what
you will do with these my farms." They
think the farms are already theirs, but
they are mistaken, for the father did
not deed the farms to them. The el-
dest son fences, plows, and improves it,
builds a house and a good barn upon
it, plants an orchard, raises cattle, and
makes the possession much more valu-
able than when the father put it into
his hands. "Now, John," says the fa-
ther, "you have proved yourself a wise
and faithful steward, I will now give you
a deed of this property which I have
owned so long, that it may be your prop-
erty." He says to William, "How is it with
your farm?" "Well, father, it is much the
same as when you gave it to me to im-
prove; I have not done much; I raised
a little wheat and corn." "Where is your
house, William?" "O, I was not sure that
the land was mine, and I did not build
one." "Why did you not build a barn?"
"Well, I did not know that I was going
to possess it, so I did not put myself to

that trouble; as for an orchard, I was not
going to set one out for you to give to
some other of the boys." "You are an un-
faithful steward, and you can go now and
get you a farm, and I will take this that
you might have improved, and possessed
for an everlasting inheritance, and give
it to John, for he has been faithful." The
parable delivered by Jesus Christ is a
fit illustration of this principle, wherein
he likens the kingdom of heaven to a
man traveling into a far country, who
called his own servants, and delivered
unto them his goods; "and unto one he
gave five talents, to another two, and to
another one," &c. The one who received
the one talent hid it up; he was unfaith-
ful and unprofitable, and so his master
took away from him, the one talent, and
gave to him that had ten. So it is with
the Lord in all things. If men are faith-
ful, the time will come when they will
possess the power and the knowledge
to obtain, organize, bring into existence,
and own. "What, of themselves, indepen-
dent of their Creator?" No. But they and
their Creator will always be one, they
will always be of one heart and of one
mind, working and operating together;
for whatsoever the Father doeth so doeth
the son, and so they continue throughout
all their operations to all eternity. John
will be counted worthy to receive his in-
heritance, but William will be disinher-
ited, and that which he seemed to have
will be taken from him, and given to the
faithful steward. What have we that is
really our own to consecrate? Nothing
at all. What is our duty? It is our duty
to improve upon every blessing the Lord
gives to us. If He gives us land, improve
it; if He gives us the privilege of build-
ing houses, improve it; if He gives us
wives and children, try and teach them
the ways of the Lord, and exalt them
above the dark, degraded, and sunken
state of mankind, &c.; if He gives us the


