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lege, those who choose to hand over their
property; to whom? To Him who has
given them everything they possess: He
owns all they possess, and they have no
property, more or less, only that which
actually belongs to the Lord, and He
deals it out and bestows it where it
seemeth Him good.

It is not for me to rise up and say
that I can give to the Lord, for in re-
ality I have nothing to give. I seem
to have something, why? Because the
Lord has seen fit to bring me forth,
and has blessed my efforts in gathering
things which are desirable, and which
are termed property. He has instituted
a plan and order, has organized this
planet, and peopled it by His wisdom and
power. He has given me my being upon
this earth which is His, for "the earth is
the Lord's," and all that pertaineth to it,
all the elements, no matter how they are
organized, no matter what element it is,
it is the element the Lord has brought to-
gether to compose the earth. Was it His
in the beginning? It was. Did He cause
the atoms of elements to come together
to organize the earth? He did. He did
bring forth the earth, and formed and or-
ganized it as it was in the beginning, and
made it perfect, pure, and holy.

To whom do these elements belong
now? To the same Being who owned
them in the beginning. The earth is still
His, and its fulness, and that includes
each one of us, and also includes all that
we seem to possess. It includes all the el-
ements, in whatever shape, form, or con-
dition, and wherever they are situated,
whether in the native state, or in a state
of organization for the comfort and bene-
fit of man.

The ability which we have to bring
them together we have received of the
Lord, by His free gift, and He has
made us capable of performing many
things for His glory, for His wisdom,
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and for the exaltation of those creatures
He has brought forth and made. Has He
not endowed mankind with intelligence?
He has created them but a little lower
than the angels. They have received
wisdom, knowledge, and understanding,
and are organized to receive power, glory,
and honor. If they are industrious, pru-
dent, and filled with understanding to
know from where these favors emanate,
of course they will attribute all the power
and goodness to the honor and glory of
the Being who bestowed them.

As I have already observed, the peo-
ple are ignorant; they do not know them-
selves, do not understand their own or-
ganization, or from whence they are; if
they did, there would be no necessity of
talking to the people upon these points.
We are here on the earth, we live, and
find ourselves endowed with wonderful
powers, and it seems as though we, as in-
dividuals, were perfectly independent of
every creature or being throughout the
immensity of space. We cannot see our
superiors, and we do not fully realize
from whence we have received anything
we now have in our possession. This is
in consequence of our shortsightedness,
of our want of understanding, and of our
lack of the knowledge of eternal beings.
Herein is where mankind fail, lacking
that which we might have in our posses-
sion, viz.—the light of the revelations of
Jesus Christ, the light of the Holy Spirit,
the light of heaven. This is the privi-
lege of the Latter-day Saints, but they do
not enjoy it as much as they might; con-
sequently it is right to talk about these
matters, and to instruct the people.

If we could perceive and fully un-
derstand that all the ability and knowl-
edge we have, every good we possess,
every bright idea, every pure affection,
and every good vision of mind from
our infancy to the present time, are



