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and commences to bless them, begin-
ning with Reuben; when he comes to
Joseph he pronounces upon him a pe-
culiar blessing—"Joseph is a fruitful
bough, even a fruitful bough by a well;
whose branches run over the wall," &c.
As much as to say that all the branches
that descended from Joseph would not
remain in one country connected with
the parent tree, but they should be so
fruitful and numerous, in order to ful-
fil the prediction uttered in the 48th
chapter, as to become a multitude of na-
tions in the midst of the earth; that they
would have to leave the parent tree, and
the place of their first inheritance; they
would have to "run over the wall," over
the great wall of waters that intervened
between them and this great western
hemisphere.

In order to show that they were to in-
herit a land greater than that which they
possessed by Jacob's forefathers, the old
gentleman continues in this blessing,
and says, "The blessings of thy father
have prevailed above the blessings of my
progenitors unto the utmost bound of
the everlasting hills: they shall be on
the head of Joseph, and on the crown
of the head of him that was separate
from his brethren." That is, the blessing
of Jacob prevailed above that of Abra-
ham and Isaac. The Lord promised Abra-
ham and Isaac they should have the land
of Canaan, and their seed after them,
for an everlasting possession. That, you
know, is not a large country; but says
Jacob, "I have a greater blessing than
that. I prevail above that of my pro-
genitors, and I will confer this bless-
ing upon you, Joseph. The blessings
of thy father have prevailed above the
blessings of my progenitors." How much
above? "Unto the utmost bound of the
everlasting hills." That is as much as
to say, that "my blessings are not only
to inherit this small country, called the
land of Canaan, but they extend unto the

utmost bounds of the everlasting hills; I
have a larger country than this conferred
upon me, and because you have been a
good son, and because your children are
good, and because you have taken care of
your brethren in the land of Egypt, I will
give it unto you. These blessings shall be
on the head of Joseph, and on the crown
of the head of him that was separated
from his brethren."

In order that Joseph might become a
multitude of nations his branches had
to run over the wall; he had to come
to the utmost bounds of the everlast-
ing hills; he had to be located in a
large country where his seed could have
room to grow into a multitude of nations.
Where can you find a multitude of na-
tions who descended from Joseph? You
may go through England, Ireland, Scot-
land, Wales, Europe, Asia, and Africa,
but they are not to be found in any of
those lands. The origin of those na-
tions can mostly be traced, and it can
be proved that they are not the descen-
dants of Joseph. When you have passed
through all those countries, and cannot
find a multitude of nations from Joseph,
cross the great waters that intervene,
like a wall, between the land of Pales-
tine, or the eastern hemisphere, and the
American continent, and what do you
discover? A multitude of nations, evi-
dently having sprung from the same ori-
gin, as is indicated by very many striking
characteristics.

Here then is the only land on which
that prophecy has been fulfilled. If it is
not fulfilled here, it cannot have been ful-
filled on any other portions of the earth
with which we are acquainted. Moses
speaks of this and of Joseph, in partic-
ular, when he was about to be taken
out of the midst of the children of Is-
rael. He pronounced a blessing on the
twelve tribes, beginning with Reuben.
When he blessed Joseph, his blessing
was peculiar indeed. And of Joseph he


