THE ANCIENT PROPHECIES.

words out of the dust in the ears of
the living, and the third that which im-
mediately follows, namely, the destruc-
tion of all the nations of the earth that
should fight against Mount Zion; this lat-
ter event has not yet been fulfilled; but
is just as sure to be fulfilled as the other
portions of the prophecy that have taken
place; just as sure as the Book of Mor-
mon has whispered out of the dust, and
spoken in the ears of this generation, in
fulfillment of the words of the Prophet
Isaiah, so sure will the Lord of hosts
visit the multitude of all the nations of
the earth, that fight against Mount Zion,
with thunder, and earthquake, and with
the flame of devouring fire, and they
shall be as the dream of a night vision,
they shall pass away from the face of the
earth and be as chaff blown to the four
winds of heaven, and no place shall be
found for them. But we pass on.

The Prophet now comes back, after
having foretold the destruction of the
nations following the coming forth of
this work, to the thing he was speak-
ing of previously, and gives us more par-
ticulars upon this subject, and informs
us more particularly in what way the
Lord shall accomplish this whispering
out of the dust; he says to the multitude
of those nations about to be destroyed,
"Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out,
and cry: they are drunken, but not with
wine; they stagger, but not with strong
drink." He could not have used language
to describe the present generation bet-
ter than he has done; they are drunken,
as John the Revelator saw them, with
the filthiness of the abominations of old
Babylon; they stagger, not with strong
drink, but with the traditions of men,
which they have inculcated from gener-
ation to generation, and which have be-
come instilled into the minds of the peo-
ple. "For the Lord hath poured out upon
you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath
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closed your eyes: the prophets and your
rulers, the seers hath he covered." He
calls upon this people on whom the spirit
of sleep was poured out, to stay them-
selves and wonder. Wonder! What
about? Why, says he, "And the vision
of all is become unto you as the words
of a book that is sealed, which men de-
liver to one that is learned, saying, Read
this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot;
for it is sealed: And the book is deliv-
ered to him that is not learned, saying,
Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am
not learned. Wherefore the Lord said,
Forasmuch as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips do
honor me, but have removed their heart
far from me, and their fear toward me
is taught by the precept of men: There-
fore, behold, I will proceed to do a mar-
velous work among this people, even a
marvelous work and a wonder: for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the understanding of their prudent
men shall be hid."

See how clearly the Prophet has il-
lustrated the coming forth of this work.
He describes a book, and the words of a
book, and even goes on to particularize,
and informs us that the words of that
book should be sent to the learned. All
who are acquainted with the history of
the coming forth of the Book of Mormon,
know that it is a fact, that several of the
words of that book were copied by Joseph
Smith, and sent by the hands of Martin
Harris from Ontario County to New York
City, and he exhibited them to the most
learned men that could be found, to see
if they could translate them; among oth-
ers he went to Professor Anthon—a pro-
fessor of great celebrity. Mr. Anthon ex-
amined the characters, as he himself has
published since that period. He states
that there was an ignorant farmer came
to him, and he had some ancient char-
acters or writing that he could not un-



