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came back into the Church before he
died. A gentleman in Michigan said to
him, when he was pleading law, "Mr.
Cowdery, I see your name attached to
this book; if you believe it to be true, why
are you in Michigan?" The gentleman
read over the names of the witnesses,
and said, "Mr. Cowdery, do you believe
this book?" "No, sir," replied Oliver Cow-
dery. "That is very well, but your name
is attached to it, and you say here that
you saw an angel, and the plates from
which this book is said to be translated,
and now you say that you do not be-
lieve it. Which time was you right?" Mr.
Cowdery replied, "There is my name at-
tached to that book, and what I have
there said that I saw, I know that I saw,
and belief has nothing to do with it, for
knowledge has swallowed up the belief
that I had in the work, since I know it
is true." He gave this testimony when
he was pleading law in Michigan. After
he had left the Church he still believed
"Mormonism;" and so it is with hundreds
and thousands of others, and yet they do
not live it.

If the Saints in the midst of these
mountains would live their religion ac-
cording to the best of their knowledge,
according to what they see, feel, and
hear, there is no power that could move
them out of their place.

A great many of the newcomers
have been in the Church but a short
time, but you may take the Saints as

a body, from those who have been in the
Kingdom twenty, and twenty-two years,
to those who have embraced it but a few
years past, and, according to my feel-
ings and faith, and I will call upon every
man and woman, who has got the Holy
Ghost, to say whether I am right, faith
and good works are rapidly increasing
among this people. You know whether I
tell the truth, or not. If they have not
increased, for heaven's sake, for God's
sake, for your own soul's sake, for Zion's
sake, for Jerusalem's sake, and for the
sake of scattered Israel, let them in-
crease from this time henceforth. Let
"Mormonism," the faith of the Gospel,
which is "Mormonism," continue to in-
crease, and cease all your evil deeds, and
return to the Lord, and be honest and
true. I tell you that a man cannot believe
"Mormonism" as I do, and be a bad man.

You will find in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments, and in the
other revelations of God, that there is
a clear distinction made between the
sinner and the ungodly. A person to
be ungodly must have known godliness,
and must have a knowledge of what the
Lord requires concerning him. There are
many in the midst of this people who be-
lieve the Gospel with all their hearts, but
yet do wickedly; this makes them un-
godly. Do wickedly no more, but follow
good works, and cherish faith and benev-
olence one to another.


