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I care about the moldering tabernacle, so
that the spirit is unlocked, and set free
from its prison house of clay? It can go
to the Father who gave it, until the body
is resurrected, when the spirit will again
be reunited with the tabernacle, to be
exalted to thrones, kingdoms, principali-
ties, and powers, and spread abroad, and
to the increase there shall be no end.

Fears arise from the weaknesses of
the flesh, over which the devil has power.
We should care, comparatively, but little
about it; let it crumble, let it fall, and
go back to its mother earth, and be re-
served to the morning of the resurrec-
tion. I shall have this body again, then
what need we care how quickly our bod-
ies dissolve? All I care for it, in my spirit,
in my judgment, and in my moments of
reflection and revelation, is merely that I
wish it to endure here to fight the taber-
nacles which devils dwell in, until the
last one is driven from the earth. Then
let my tabernacle stay here and contend
with the fallen nature that it is heir to,
and let my spirit rise triumphant over
it, until every passion, feeling, and ap-
petite is brought in subjection to the will
of God. Let me stay here until I have ac-
complished this, and have done the work
I was designed for in this my probation,
then my spirit will be free from mobs and
strife, and I can soar far above those who
have power over them, even death, hell,
and the grave.

I say to the Latter-day Saints, who
are coming here by thousands and thou-
sands, and who are coming into the
Church by tens of thousands, begin to
think, especially some of you first El-
ders, and ask yourselves how many you
can bring to mind of those who are now
in good faith in the Church, in pro-
portion to the number that you have
known to have come into it, and you
will find that there are only a very few.

If you should hunt up many of those
who have been baptized for some time,
but have not yet gathered, and ask them
if they believe that Joseph Smith was a
true Prophet of God, and that the Book of
Mormon is true, several of them will re-
ply, "O yes." "Then why don't you gather
with the Saints?" "O, I don't know; I am
poor now; but I would very much like
to gather with them." At the same time,
I know that their feelings are, "If I go
there I shall be persecuted, but if I live
here I shall have peace with my neigh-
bors, so long as I let religious matters
alone, and here I can live without per-
secution, until my tabernacle is ready to
return to the earth." What makes them
have that fear of trials and persecutions?
It is on account of their tabernacles. The
spirit is not afraid. If it was free of the
encumbrances of the tabernacle, no such
fear would be manifested; and while we
are in the flesh the Gospel is calculated
to deliver those who live by its principles
from all those fears.

I recollect many times when brother
Joseph, reflecting upon how many would
come into the Kingdom of God and go out
again, would say, "Brethren, I have not
apostatized yet, and don't feel like do-
ing so." Many of you, no doubt, can call
to mind his words. Joseph had to pray
all the time, exercise faith, live his reli-
gion, and magnify his calling, to obtain
the manifestations of the Lord, and to
keep him steadfast in the faith.

Do you not know others who had
manifestations almost equal to those
Joseph had, but who have gone by
the board? Martin Harris declared,
before God and angels, that he had
seen angels. Did he apostatize? Yes,
though he says that the Book of Mor-
mon is true. Oliver Cowdery also
left the Church, though he never de-
nied the Book of Mormon, not even in
the wickedest days he ever saw, and


