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ment could he made in these mountains,
and prosper in cultivating the earth. The
Lord has brought us here, and what have
we brought? Most certainly ourselves,
and after we get here some want to go
away, and say that the place is not holy
enough for them, that they will not en-
dure it, but will withdraw from this soci-
ety, until we are pure enough, and then
they will come back again. Such persons
are like those who stayed in Jackson
County, they are too pure and holy for
themselves. But if they stay, they stay
with themselves, and if they go, they
take themselves with them, and that is
their great difficulty. If they could leave
themselves behind, we might succeed in
cleansing them from sin; but no, they go
and have to take themselves with them.

The Saints who first came into these
valleys necessarily brought their taber-
nacles with them, but we endeavored
not to bring any selfishness with us,
any erroneous prepossessed notions, any
feelings, laws, rules, or acts pertaining
to ourselves, except such as the Lord
should dictate day by day.

Suppose that every person who comes
into these valleys should come with a de-
termination to be led by the Lord, from
day to day; suppose they should say, "I
will serve my God and keep His com-
mandments; I will not set a stake here,
or there, or anywhere else; I will not
say that I will rise up tomorrow, and
go to this city, or to that town, to ex-
change and trade to get gain, only as the
Lord will say, and this will I do from this
time, henceforth and forever;" and then
let each one faithfully maintain such a
determination, and we could truly say
that we have the Territory of Zion, and
the spirit, light, glory, and power thereof,
and that the God of Zion dwells with this
people.

But if we bring our old traditions
with us, our prepossessed feelings and
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notions of this, that, and the other; and
set our stakes, build our habitations, and
locate our position in accordance there-
with, and say, "I will do so and so, this
is the path I will pursue, and I am de-
termined to walk in it, regardless of ev-
erything else," then we may expect to be
overthrown, and the spirit of the holy
Gospel will depart from us. Then you
would soon learn that there was no tem-
poral, no natural prospect for this people
to escape from utter destruction; and you
would rise up and say, "I am off to Cal-
ifornia to save my life." But those who
try to save their lives by their skill and
craftiness, will lose them, both tempo-
rally and spiritually.

A great many say, "I believe the
Gospel," but continue to act wickedly, to
do that which they know to be wrong. I
wish you to fully understand that merely
believing the Gospel, that Jesus is the
Christ, in the Old and New Testaments,
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet sent
of God, and that the Book of Mormon is
true, does not prepare you to become an-
gels of light, sons and daughters of God,
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ to a
divine inheritance. Nor does mere be-
lief entitle you to the possession of the
crowns and thrones that you are antic-
ipating. No, such preparation can be
made, and such objects attained only by
doing the work required of us by our Fa-
ther in heaven, by obeying Him in all
things, letting our will, dispositions, and
feelings fall to our feet, to rise no more,
from this time henceforth, and actually
operating upon the principle that we will
do the will of our Father in heaven, no
matter what comes upon us. Then, if you
are going to be killed by your enemies, or
destroyed by the adversary, you can say,
"Kill away, destroy away."

True, the enemy of all righteous-
ness, Lucifer, the son of the morning,
the devil, is in possession of the world,



