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this iron hand of oppression. We will
take you to a land of plenty, to a land
of freedom, where you can enjoy your
rights and be blessed, and have the priv-
ilege of obtaining, with comparative ease
like other men, all the comforts of this
life." What is their reply? "O, we will em-
brace your religion, if you will only take
us away from these toils and this star-
vation." Many embrace the Gospel, actu-
ated by no other motive than to have the
privilege of being removed from their op-
pressed condition to where they will not
suffer. They will embrace any doctrine
under the heavens, if you will only take
them from their present condition.

Are there any with us who act upon
the same principle? O yes, you may,
once in a while, see one who is act-
ing upon that principle. Let persecu-
tion be heaped upon this people as it
has been heretofore, even let the per-
secutors threaten, at the great distance
from us that they are now, and those
who have embraced the Gospel with mo-
tives that are not in every sense pure,
will say, "I am for embracing something
else to get rid of persecution; I am for
leaving these Latter-day Saints, lest af-
fliction, trouble, and persecution come
upon me and I be killed, or be made to
suffer in the flesh. I am going to leave
for California, or for the United States,
or I am going to do something; I want
to do that which will free me from all
earthly suffering and trouble." Do these
considerations touch one who has em-
braced the Gospel because of its princi-
ples? No. Those who feel like forsaking
the religion of Jesus Christ for such con-
siderations, embraced it at first to bet-
ter their temporal position in life, and for
nothing else. This has always been the
case with many, and when persecution
has come, men and women have said,
"I cannot bear it, I thought I was go-
ing to have happiness, and to enjoy life;

I really supposed that my sorrows were
all ended."

A great many have embraced the
Gospel, believing that their sorrows
would come to an end, at a certain pe-
riod in this Church and kingdom, on the
earth, and that too, speedily. I am a
witness to this in my own experience
and feelings. When I yielded obedience
to the commandments of the Lord, the
brethren were preparing to gather to a
place that was called Zion, in Jackson
County, on the western borders of the
State of Missouri. I then actually had
faith and the spirit of Zion to such a de-
gree, that I supposed that if we got to
Zion our worldly sorrows and afflictions
would cease. I had not however a dispo-
sition to go there myself, for I wanted to
go to the world and proclaim the word of
the Lord that was revealed to me, and on
that account I never had the privilege of
settling in that county. The spirit of Zion
which I then possessed is the spirit that
inhabits the heavens and fills them, it is
in and round about all heavenly beings.

When that spirit is imparted to indi-
viduals they realize it as it is in its pu-
rity, and are not mindful, at all times,
that they are still embodied in a taberna-
cle of clay that is subject to the power of
the devil, and that is liable to be afflicted
at any moment, and to have severe trials,
and be opposed and persecuted as long
as they are in the flesh. But when the
spirit that fills eternity is breathed into
a person everything else is dispersed in
a moment, and he sees Zion as it is in its
purity, he then enjoys the spirit of Zion.

A great many people imbibed the
same idea which I did in the begin-
ning, and really believed that in Jack-
son County all the earthly sorrows, af-
flictions, disappointments, and weak-
nesses pertaining to the flesh would be
at an end, and that everyone would


