FAITHFULNESS AND APOSTASY.

Lord, and turn every one to his own way.
Is this strange to you? Yes, for a moment,
you say it is very strange. What did
you embrace "Mormonism" for? Some
have embraced it for the truth's sake;
some love the Gospel because it is the
Gospel—because it is based upon true
principles, and because it is the only sys-
tem of doctrine revealed to the children
of men, that is built upon a sure foun-
dation. They love truth because it is
truth, because it is light, and there is no
darkness in it; and they fear not to come
to the light that their deeds may be re-
proved, for they wish to get rid of their
evil deeds. They love virtue because it
is a holy principle by which the angels
live; they love all the Gospel principles
because they are connected with eter-
nity, and are the foundation of eternal
lives, and will exalt the faithful to hap-
piness and felicity, to kingdoms of glory,
power, and immortality, and to all the
knowledge and happiness that can be en-
joyed by the intelligent beings who in-
herit eternity.

It is not for me to say how many
embrace the Gospel for the sake of the
loaves and fishes; but I really think, from
their conduct, that many have embraced
the Gospel to see if they cannot make
gain of it; to see if there is any tem-
poral advantage in it. Let this king-
dom or this people prosper, let them be
free from persecution at this day, let our
friends, our relatives, our former neigh-
bors speak well of us and tell the truth
with regard to our temporal prosper-
ity, as they would of other people, and
what would be the result? Thousands
would professedly embrace the Gospel
for the advantages to be derived there-
from, to get a good name, and to ob-
tain the riches which are of this world,
and to be perfectly free from restraint.
Let this kingdom prosper in a manner
that all men will speak well of it, and
let there be no trials, no threatenings,
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none to say, "You shall be killed, you
shall be destroyed," but let all say "Peace
shall be with you, we will bless you, we
will neighbor with you, and hail you as
our friends and brethren;" under such a
state of things, thousands would profess-
edly embrace the Gospel for the sake of
living in peace, and to obtain the riches
of this world; thousands would profess-
edly embrace the Book of Mormon and
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants for
political advantages, for a great name,
and to obtain what they are seeking af-
ter continually. What is that? To be spo-
ken well of by everybody, to obtain power
and great influence among men. Were I
to give my own private opinion concern-
ing the matter, I cannot say that a great
many have come into this Church solely
for the worldly advantages which they
would derive therefrom. On the other
hand, do all people join this Church with
a pure intention? A great many embrace
the Gospel to be free from the iron hand
of oppression; under which they are la-
boring continually, from year to year, in
servile chains, toiling to get a morsel of
bread to subsist upon. They are ground
down and afflicted; their wages are cut
down to the last penny they can live
upon, when they know that they must la-
bor or die.

Thousands are in this pitiable condi-
tion, and would embrace anything, I do
not care what under the heavens was
preached to them. You may go and
preach the doctrines of Universalism, of
Infidelity, or of any other belief in the
world, you may boil them down and get
their very essence, and with it tell those
who are oppressed and borne down by
the rich and the great, "You shall be
delivered from your factories, you shall
make your escape from your shops of
toil; we are preaching this to the poor;
now embrace our system and our doc-
trine, and you shall be delivered from



