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Let the spirit itself be a telescope; or
in other words, let there be a million of
times more of the surface of the spirit ex-
posed to the rays of light, than is now ex-
posed through the medium of the eyes, or
were this body of flesh and bones taken
off, and the whole spirit exposed to the
rays of light; would not these rays pro-
duce an effect upon the spirit? Yes; inas-
much as it is inherently capable of such
effects, independent of flesh and bones.
Then there would be a vast field opened
to the view of the spirit, and this would
be opened not in one direction only, but
in all directions; we should then have
the advantage of the telescope, though it
were as large as Lord Ross', whose object
glass is six feet in diameter. What great
improvement it would be if a telescope
could be invented, to bring the rays of
light on other parts of the spirit, besides
the eye. Such will be the case when this
tabernacle is taken off; we shall look,
not in one direction only, but in every di-
rection. This will be calculated to give
us new ideas, concerning the immen-
sity of the creations of God, concerning
worlds that may be far beyond the reach
of the most powerful instruments that
have been called to the aid of man. This
will give us information and knowledge
we never can know as long as we dwell in
this mortal tabernacle. This tabernacle,
although it is good in its place, is some-
thing like the scaffolding you see round
about a new building that is going up; it
is only a help, an aid in this imperfect
situation; but when we get into another
condition, we shall find that these imper-
fect aids will not be particularly wanted;
we shall have other sources of gaining
knowledge, besides these inlets, called
senses.

In relation to this matter, touching
the extension of our knowledge year
after year, some people have thought
that we should have to learn every-

thing by study. I do not believe it;
there are a great many ways of learn-
ing things without reasoning or study-
ing them out; without obtaining them
through the medium of the five senses.
Man will be endowed, after he leaves
this tabernacle, with powers and facul-
ties which he, now, has no knowledge of,
by which he may learn what is round
about him. In order to prove this, let me
refer you to some things in some of the
revelations which God has given. What
is said about the brother of Jared? It is
said that the Lord showed him all the
children of men previous to his day, and
all that were on earth at the time he
lived, and all that would be to the end
of time. How do you suppose he beheld
them? Did he look at them with his nat-
ural eyes? How long do you suppose it
would take a man to see all that are now
living, if he only employed one second to
look at each individual? It would take
him a long time; it would take him over
thirty years. In order to see them all, he
must place his eye upon them all. If a
man look at one individual in this assem-
bly, though he may indistinctly perceive,
on each side of that individual, a vast va-
riety of faces, yet there is only one person
that he sees distinctly; the rest only pro-
duce very indistinct images upon his vi-
sion. So with the brother of Jared; if he
had looked at each individual of all the
generations for one second successively,
it would have taken him over three thou-
sand years to have beheld them all.

There must be some faculty or power
natural to God and to superior beings,
that man, in this life, is not in posses-
sion of in any great degree, by which they
can look at a great variety of objects at
once. The brother of Jared could look
upon past, present, and future genera-
tions; they all came before him, and he
gazed upon them all; there was not a soul
that he did not behold.


