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Holy Ghost, for as yet it had fallen on
none of them; hence you perceive they
had great joy, but not the Holy Ghost.
But when the Apostles prayed for the
Samaritans who had received the word,
and laid their hands upon them, they re-
ceived the Holy Ghost.

Now suppose we should say that
the curse of the Apostle Paul would
rest upon every person that did not
preach the same Gospel that he and
his brethren preached and practiced, we
should only be saying what is emphati-
cally declared in the Scriptures.

The Holy Ghost was received by the
laying on of hands. Was this ever taught
you in England, or in America, except by
the Latter-day Saints? Did you hear this
at any protracted meeting of Presbyteri-
ans, or at any meeting of the members
of the Church of England? Would you
hear this Gospel in a Methodist Chapel,
or on their campgrounds, to repent and
be baptized and receive the Holy Ghost
by the laying on of hands? If you would,
you would hear something I never heard.
Well, though we or an angel from heaven
preach any other Gospel, let him be ac-
cursed. No matter how near men may
preach the Gospel; they must preach the
same Gospel, every part of it, every ordi-
nance of it, every principle Jesus Christ
revealed and his Apostles taught, if they
do not, they teach another Gospel, and if
they teach another, says the Apostle, let
them be accursed.

Now if you will preach the same
Gospel, you will preach the same princi-
ples precisely that were taught not only
by Paul, Peter, James, and John, but by
all the rest of their fellowservants. And
when men received the Holy Ghost, they
spake with other tongues, and prophe-
sied. In order to tell whether people
have embraced the true Gospel or not,
we need only to look at their fruits, for by
their fruits shall ye know them, says the

Savior. Look, for instance, at the
Corinthian Church; though you read
they were guilty of many absurdities,
yet to one was given by the Spirit the
word of wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same spirit; to another
faith by the same spirit; to another the
gifts of healing by the same spirit; to an-
other the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spir-
its; to another divers kinds of tongues;
to another the interpretation of tongues.
All these gifts, which are reckoned up
and classified by the Apostle Paul, were
enjoyed by the Corinthians.

Now some suppose there was a ne-
cessity for this display of the power of
God to establish the Gospel, and that
when it was established the gifts would
be done away. I recollect reading, in
the ninety-fourth sermon of John Wes-
ley, in commenting upon this subject,
he says, "It has been vulgarly supposed
that after the Gospel was established
the spiritual gifts were no longer needed;
but this is a gross error. To be sure
we seldom hear of them after that fa-
tal period that Constantine called him-
self a Christian. Scarcely an instance
of the manifestation of these spiritual
gifts can be found in the second cen-
tury, the reason is not that they were
done away by the will of the Almighty,
but Christians had apostatized, and be-
come heathen, and had nothing but a
dead form of religion left, and this is
the grand reason the gifts have not con-
tinued in the Church." This is the idea
Wesley gives in the sermon I have al-
luded to, if not the exact language. That
is "Mormonism." In the second century
the Church apostatized and became hea-
then, and men could not speak by the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and with other
tongues, and prophesy, and obtain vi-
sions, and the gift of healing. The Apos-
tle says, If there be any sick among you,
let him send for the Elders of the Church,


