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dan, and be healed. But the old Assyrian
was wroth and went away, and said, "Be-
hold, I thought, He will surely come out
to me, and stand, and call upon the name
of the Lord his God, and strike his hand
over the place, and recover the leper. Are
not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damas-
cus, better than all the waters of Israel?
may I not wash in them, and be clean?
So he turned and went away in a rage."
One of his servants stepped up, and said,
"My father, if the prophet had bid thee
do some great thing, wouldest thou not
have done it? how much rather then,
when he saith to thee, Wash, and be
clean? Then went he down, and dipped
himself seven times in Jordan, according
to the saying of the man of God: and his
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a
little child, and he was clean."

It is not that baptism is such a great
thing, or that it can be purchased with
silver and gold, that it washes away
sins, but because the Almighty has in-
stituted it as His own ordinance; and if
you will comply therewith, He promises
you a remission of sins. If you are buried
with Christ in baptism it proves he was
buried.

I once asked a Methodist if he consid-
ered Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. He
said he did. I then asked him if he be-
lieved that the Colossians were buried
with Christ in baptism, "Yes, but," said
he, "Dr. Clark says, when comment-
ing upon that passage, that immersion
was administered only to adult believ-
ers. We believe they were actually im-
mersed." Said I, "Do you think Jesus
Christ was immersed?" "No, we think
he was either poured or sprinkled." I
then inquired of him how they could be
buried with Christ unless he was buried
also. He said, he did not know about
that; but he thought it was very probable
that Christ was sprinkled. I asked him

if he considered the head of a man all the
man, or if the shoulders and the arms
were all the man. "No," he answered.
"Well, then," said I, "if you consider the
head, arms, shoulders, body, legs, and
feet all the man, and the whole man bap-
tized, you must believe he was immersed
to accomplish his baptism." "If the Colos-
sians were buried with Christ in bap-
tism, he also must have been buried."

Among other arguments against the
immersion of the whole body as the mode
of baptism, he said that delicate women
would catch cold if they were buried
in water. I contended, if it would not
hurt the Lamb of God to be baptized it
would not hurt a sheep. Then baptism
by immersion is the third principle in
the Gospel of salvation; and the Apostle
taught the people if they would be bap-
tized they should receive the remission
of sins, and receive the Holy Ghost; for,
said he, "The promise is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even to as many as the Lord our God
shall call."

Notice here the extensive promise of
Peter, that the Holy Ghost should come
upon every man who would yield obe-
dience to the Gospel. In process of
time, as they preached in the regions
round about Jerusalem, Philip went to
Samaria, and preached to the people of
that city; they gave heed to his preach-
ing, and they were baptized, both men
and women. It does not read men,
women, and children, but Philip went
to Samaria, and preached the Gospel,
and they were baptized, both men and
women; infants are not mentioned; and
they had great joy in that city. Says
one, "Yes, they had joy because they
had received the gift of the Holy Ghost;"
but wait; when they at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the word,
they sent Peter and John to pray for
them at Samaria, and lay their hands
on them, that they might receive the


