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I have been interested with the rela-
tion brother Staines has given, although
he could not relate all the experience he
has had since he came into this Church
some twelve or fourteen years ago. If he
could remember it all, and relate it, his
experience would be very interesting. It
is good, and I have been interested with
it. I am interested with everything that
is good; and in fact, I am interested with
a great many things which are not so
very good, for there is nothing that I see
on earth or in the heavens but what in-
terests me, and gives me an experience.
When I see a man take the wrong road—
the road which leads to death, it is an
experience to me, and it opens my eyes
to shun that path. And we are taught
that if a man will not learn by precept,
or by example, he has to learn by what
he suffers. By seeing the bad example of
another I can shun that path, and escape
the difficulties he goes into. Of course his
experience is quite a schoolmaster to me;
for if I do not take that road, I do not suf-
fer the inconvenience he does.

During my whole course from the day
I first heard of "Mormonism," more than
twenty-two years ago, I have never had
but one desire, and that is to do what
I am counseled. It matters not to me
whether it be by the voice of God, or by
the voice of His servants, it is all the
same with me. When we go forth as
the servants of God, we are dictated by
the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost will
speak the truth, and that is the word of
God. It is the revelations of Jesus Christ,
and it is the voice of God to us.

When He commands us to go forth
and preach His word, and declare His
Gospel—faith, and repentance, and bap-
tism for the remission of sins, with
the laying on of hands for the gift
of the Holy Ghost, He says it is the
same as though it were spoken by His

own voice, and the same condemnation
will rest upon the world, and upon those
people who hear it and do not abide it,
and keep it, and walk in it. This is my
testimony, and this is the testimony that
God has revealed to us as a people. When
he sent forth his disciples in his day he
said, If they will not hear you they will
not hear me; and if they will not obey
you they will not obey me, and if they
will not obey me they will not obey my
Father. So it is with us, if you will not lis-
ten, obey, and practice those things that
are laid before you by President Young
and his brethren, you would not obey
God, if He should speak from the heav-
ens. Why? Because the Almighty has
appointed him his delegate, just as much
as we have appointed Doctor Bernhisel
to be our Delegate to Congress, to lay be-
fore them those things that we want in
connection with him. He has not gone
to do his own will, but he has gone to
do the will of those who have sent him.
So it is with President Young. He is our
head, he is our President, our Prophet,
and Leader, and the Government of the
United States have appointed him our
Governor. He was before, in a Church
capacity. Then his voice to this peo-
ple is the voice of God, just as much as
was Moses God, when God called him
and set him to preside among the chil-
dren of Israel. His word was the word
of God to that people, and when they
did not listen to him they suffered the
penalty. We read there were two-and-
twenty thousand fell in one day because
of their rebellion. They rebelled against
Moses, against his counsel, and against
his government, which was of course re-
belling against the character who sent
him. God sent him and authorized him;
and to us President Young is sent, or-
dained, and appointed by the Almighty,
as Joseph's successor, to lead this people.
I want the world to know this. I want


