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has devised for the good of man corre-
spond with the plans and views which
men devise for their own good. Now if
the Lord had considered it wisdom, on
the day of the Kirtland endowment and
great solemn assembly, to come forward
and reveal to the children of men the
facts that are laid down plainly in the
Bible, and had told them that, without
the law of sealing, no man could be ex-
alted to a throne in the celestial king-
dom, that is, without he had a woman by
his side; and that no woman could be ex-
alted in the celestial world, without she
was exalted with a man at her head; that
the man is not without the woman, nor
the woman without the man in the Lord;
had He revealed this simple sentiment,
up would have jumped some man, say-
ing, "What! Got to have a woman sealed
to me in order to be saved, in order to be
exalted to thrones, dominions, and eter-
nal increase?" "Yes." "I do not believe a
word of it, I cannot stand that, for I never
intended to get married, I do not believe
in any of this nonsense." At the same
time, perhaps somebody else might have
had faith to receive it. Again up jumps
somebody else, "Brother Joseph, I have
had two wives in my lifetime, cannot I
have them both in eternity?" "No." If he
had said yes, perhaps we should all have
apostatized at once.

Now I will illustrate this still fur-
ther. The Lord did actually reveal
one principle to us there, and that
one principle was apparently so sim-
ple, and so foolish in their eyes, that
a great many apostatized over it, be-
cause it was so contrary to their no-
tions and views. It was this, after the
people had fasted all day, they sent out
and got wine and bread, and blessed
them, and distributed them to the mul-
titude, that is, to the whole assembly of
the brethren, and they ate and drank,
and prophesied, and bore testimony, and
continued so to do until some of the

High Council of Missouri stepped into
the stand, and, as righteous Noah did
when he awoke from his wine, com-
menced to curse their enemies. You
never felt such a shock go through any
house or company in the world as went
through that. There was almost a rebel-
lion because men would get up and curse
their enemies; although they could re-
member well that it is written that Noah
cursed his own grandson, and that God
recognized that curse to such an extent
that, at this day, millions of his posterity
are consigned to perpetual servitude.

Many men are foolish enough to
think that they can thwart the power of
God, and can liberate the sons of Ham
from that curse before its time has ex-
pired. Some of the brethren thought it
was best to apostatize, because the spirit
of cursing was with men who had been
driven from Missouri by mob violence.
Yet every word that they prophesied has
been fulfilled. They prophesied that the
bones of many of those murderers should
bleach on the prairie, and that birds
should pick out their eyes, and beasts
devour their flesh. Men who have tra-
versed the plains of Mexico, California,
Nebraska, and Kansas, have often seen
the fulfillment of that prophecy in the
most marvelous manner. We have seen
their names upon trees, on the heads of
old trunks, and bits of boards; the names
of men that I knew, and I knew just as
well, in the Kirtland Temple, what would
be their fate, as I know now. But that
tried us, some of us were awfully tried
about it. The Lord dared not then re-
veal anything more; He had given us all
we could swallow; and persecution raged
around us to such an extent that we were
obliged to forsake our beautiful Temple,
and flee into the State of Missouri.

He there put us into another sieve,
and sifted us good, and we were then


