THE CHURCH AND KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC.

will again return with outstretched arms
to their lands, and be led by leaders in-
spired by the Spirit and power of God,
and they will come with visions, reve-
lations, and Prophets, and they will be
baptized and ordained under the hands
of the children of Ephraim, who bear
the Holy Priesthood on the earth at that
time, and they will be crowned with
glory, power, immortality, and eternal
lives before God.

This is only a synopsis of the vision
of the things that present themselves to
our minds, while we sit and meditate
upon the scenes that present themselves
to our view. No man can contemplate
the truth concerning the nations of the
earth without sorrow, when he sees the
wailing, the mourning, and death, that
will come in consequence of judgments,
plagues, and war. It has already be-
gun, and it will continue to multiply and
increase until the scene is ended, and
wound up.

Do I delight in the destruction of the
children of men? No. Does the Lord?
No. He gives them timely warning, and
if they do not listen to His counsel, they
must suffer the consequences. He has
determined, in the last days, in spite of
earth and hell, wicked men, and dev-
ils, to establish His kingdom upon the
earth; He has proclaimed it in the Bible,
that it shall not be thrown down any
more forever. Who owns the earth? Does
the devil? No; but he has had it a
great while, and holds universal sway,
and has held it almost from the begin-
ning; so much so, that if the Lord in-
spires a man upon the earth, the power
of the devil is so great, that that man
is, or men are, slain. Even Christ and
his Apostles could but exist in tribu-
lation and suffering for a little while,
and then were slain. The power of the
devil was so great, that the principles
of righteousness were driven from the
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earth, and those that taught them. But,
hark! In the last days it will not be so,
the time has come for the kingdom to
be established, because the earth is ripe,
and the set time has come.

The Lord made the earth, and placed
man upon it, and He owns it still, and He
will cut off wickedness, no matter where
it exists, so that there will be room for
the good fruit to grow. As true as the
Lord lives, if we wish to exist upon the
earth in these days, we must be righ-
teous; if we expect to have a place, an
inheritance, and dwell on the earth, we
must keep the law of God, or we shall be
cut off. This will apply to all, to Jew and
Gentile, bond and free; this will apply to
all men in every nation, and under all
circumstances.

It is the decree of the Almighty God,
that the kingdom of heaven shall be es-
tablished, and shall never again be over-
thrown, that judgments shall lay waste
the nations, enough at least to give that
kingdom room to grow, and spread, and
prosper. This is the truth, and you will
all find it so. Those judgments have be-
gun, that will never leave the earth until
it is swept as with the besom of destruc-
tion, until thrones are cast down and
kingdoms overthrown, until each man
draws his sword against his neighbor,
and every nation and kingdom that ex-
ists will be at war with each other, ex-
cept the inhabitants of Zion. The Lord
has spoken it, and it will come to pass.

I again say I am thankful that we
have men to preside over us, who are
determined to rebuke sin, wherever it
shows itself, and God will sustain these
men, and uphold them, whether we do
or not. I do not care in what cir-
cumstances they may be placed, even
if it be necessary for them to seal
their testimony with their blood, as
Joseph and Hyrum have done; it is
all right, they only pass to the other



