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The Latter-day Saint, in the vision
of his mind, sees displayed on the great
panorama of the world all the scenes
that are to transpire in the present
day, while the wicked are ignorant of
what is about to transpire; they do not
know what is the matter; while there
are cholera, whirlwinds, storms, thunder
and lightning, and earthquakes in divers
places, and kingdom is rising against
kingdom in battle array, they are igno-
rant of what will be the end of these mat-
ters, and the cause of their existence, be-
cause the things of God are not before
their eyes. They see naturally, but do
not understand. They read the Scrip-
tures but do not look for the fulfillment
of the words of the Prophets, and they do
not understand what those things mean
when they are fulfilled before their eyes.
Did they understand the Scriptures they
could see and understand what is the
matter in the world.

But this is only the beginning of sor-
row and trouble; the heavens are full
of great judgments which are about to
be poured out on the world. The words
of the Prophets cannot have their ful-
fillment unless these things take place.
Read the Revelation of Saint John,
touching the fall of Babylon, and you
there have a faint picture of what is
about to transpire.

I feel thankful that the Lord has re-
vealed these things for our benefit, and
that He has given us power and author-
ity to stand up in the defense of that
which is right before the Lord, and to
bear testimony of the truth, and to pro-
claim those things which will assuredly
come to pass in this generation. It is
better for us to fall in defense of truth,
than to deny the words of God, and go
to hell. It is better to suffer stripes for
the testimony of Christ, than to suffer
and fall by our sins and transgressions,
and then have to suffer afterwards. I
would rather seal my testimony with

my blood, and lay my body to rest in the
grave, and have my spirit go to the other
side of the veil, to enjoy a long eternity
of light, truth, blessings, and knowledge
which the Lord will bestow upon every
man who keeps His law, than to spend a
few short years of earthly pleasure, and
be deprived of those blessings, and the
society of my friends and brethren be-
hind the veil.

There is no man in his sober senses
that would not desire this. There is no
man that has an understanding of the
blessings that God has promised to give
to His children; but what will desire that
in preference to the fading enjoyments
and empty honors of this world. You may
surround any man or woman with all the
wealth and glory that the imagination
of man can grasp, and are they satis-
fied? No. There is still an aching void.
On the other hand, show me a beggar
upon the streets, who has got the Holy
Ghost, whose mind is filled with that
Spirit and power, and I will show you a
person who has peace of mind, who pos-
sesses true riches, and those enjoyments
that no man can obtain from any other
source. The servants of God, in every age
of the world, have been sustained and
nerved up to do their duty by this power;
and I will say to the Latter-day Saints,
if they will be faithful, and do what they
should do, and listen to the counsel given
to them, they need not have any fears
about anything, for the whole work is in
the hands of God, the destinies of na-
tions lie there. It is better for a people
to be wise, to get righteousness, to be the
friend of God, than to occupy any other
position in life.

Then I hope my brethren and sis-
ters will feel in their hearts to sus-
tain the Presidency of this Church, by
their faith, works, and prayers, and
not suffer them to carry all the load,
while we hide ourselves in the rear.


