THE CHURCH AND KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC.

order, changed the ordinances, and bro-
ken the everlasting covenant, and inher-
ited lies and things wherein their was no
profit. He told him the time had come to
lay the foundation for the establishment
of the Kingdom of God among men for
the last time, preparatory to the wind-
ing up scene. Joseph was strengthened
by the Spirit and power of God, and was
enabled to listen to the teachings of the
angel. He told him he should be made
an instrument in the hands of the Lord,
if he kept His commandments, in doing
a good work upon the earth, that his
name should be held in honor by the hon-
est in heart, and in dishonor through-
out the nations by the wicked. He told
him he should be an instrument in lay-
ing the foundation of a work that should
gather tens of thousands of the children
of men, in the generation in which he
lived, from every nation under heaven,
who should hear the sound of it through
his instrumentality. He told him the
nations were wrapt in wickedness and
abomination, and that the judgments of
God were ready to be poured out upon
them in their fulness; that the angels
were holding the vials of His wrath in
readiness; but the decree is that they
shall not be poured out until the nations
are warned, that they may be left with-
out an excuse.

This man to whom the angel ap-
peared obeyed the Gospel; he received
it in meekness and humility, and bowed
down before the Lord and worshipped
Him, and did the best he could in his
illiterate state; he was as it were but a
mere plowboy. He laid hold of it with
all his heart, though he saw he would
have to wage war with sin, and wicked-
ness, and abominations, and the oppo-
sitions of the people; he began to trust
in the Lord; and what was the con-
sequence? Wherever the words of the
Gospel, which the angel revealed to him,
were preached among the children of
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men, it had its effect. The Church was
at length organized with a few humble
men. The learned might laugh at them
because of their ignorance, but their
words were like daggers to their hearts,
and like a two-edged sword, piercing and
dividing asunder the very thoughts and
intents of the hearts of men. The hon-
est in heart began to receive their tes-
timony, and it continued to spread from
town to town, from city to city, from state
to state, and from nation to nation, until
we see the fruits of it here today in this
Tabernacle of the Lord in the tops of the
mountains.

I say I rejoice before the Lord this
day that we have leaders in Israel that
are qualified for their place and sta-
tion to preside over this people, and
who will seek their welfare, and are
not afraid or ashamed to rebuke wicked-
ness in high places, whether manifested
by their brethren or neighbors, if they
do wrong. Their minds are quick as
the vivid lightning of heaven; they are
filled with the visions of eternity; they
are not asleep, but they comprehend
the elements around them; they read
and digest them, and they know ex-
actly what course to pursue; the lead-
ers of this people know what they are
doing, what is approaching this people,
and what is approaching the world: and
we may all know the same things by
reading the Scriptures, and by prayer,
and through the ministering of the Holy
Ghost conferred upon us. What man is
there who reads the Scriptures, and be-
lieves that God means what He says,
and says what He means, but what
can see a flood of dreadful events ready
to be poured out upon this generation
with the rapidity of lightning? No man
can escape the influence of these events
that are about to burst upon the heads
of this generation. The Gospel has
gone forth, and when the nations are
warned, another angel will cry, "Baby-



