THE CHURCH AND KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC.

he came up out of the land of Egypt;"
and again, "And they shall bring all your
brethren for an offering unto the Lord
out of all nations upon horses, and in
chariots, and in litters, and upon mules,
and upon swift beasts, to my holy moun-
tain Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the
children of Israel bring an offering in a
clean vessel into the house of the Lord:"
again, when He says, "They shall come
with weeping, and with supplications,
will I lead them: I will cause them to
walk by the rivers of waters in a straight
way, wherein they shall not stumble: for
I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim
is my firstborn;" we believe He means
what He says, for we have ourselves seen
many of these prophecies literally ful-
filled in this generation. Again, we be-
lieve He means what He says, when the
Lord declares through His Prophet, that
an angel shall fly through the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to
preach to every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people, saying with a loud voice,
Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the
hour of His judgment is come. We believe
He means what He says. To fulfil this
declaration we believe it is necessary for
an angel of God to come to the earth, and
deliver the Gospel, the true Gospel, and
the only Gospel that ever was revealed
for the exaltation and glory of man.
Why does it require an angel to
bring the Gospel from heaven in these
last days, when the earth is deluged
with Gospel, with religion, with differ-
ent systems and plans of salvation? Be-
cause that none of them are accord-
ing to the order or organization that
God has given to govern and control
the human family when they would
be controlled by Him. If there had
been a true organization of the kingdom
of God upon the earth in these latter
days, there would have been no need
of an angel to visit the earth to teach
men the first principles of the Gospel
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of Christ, and administer its ordinances
to them.

When the Apostles of old dwelt upon
the earth, the angel that appeared to
Saul of Tarsus, and the angel that ap-
peared to Cornelius, did not administer
the Gospel to them, but instructed them
to apply to those men whom Christ had
ordained to that authority, and who held
the keys, the gifts and graces, and Priest-
hood of the kingdom of God. So it would
have been in the last days, if there had
been authority, and the true Priesthood
of God on the earth; there would, in that
case, have been no necessity for an angel
to come with the Gospel.

Angels are sent as ministering spirits
to minister to those who shall be heirs
of salvation. We believe the Lord means
what He says. We believe Israel were
led formerly by Prophets who were full
of wisdom and truth; and they are again
to be led by holy Prophets, that have the
Priesthood of the Most High upon them,
and power to lead and to teach the chil-
dren of men. When Daniel the Prophet
declared that the kingdom of God should
be set up in the last days, and that it
should break in pieces all other king-
doms, and have no end, he meant what
he said. When we read the prophecies
that declare unto us that great wicked-
ness shall be upon the earth in the lat-
ter days, and that great plagues will be
poured out upon the world; that angels
are to pour out the vials of the wrath of
the Almighty, and that previous to this
all men are to be warned by the procla-
mation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we
believe those declarations will have a lit-
eral fulfillment.

Before I ever heard of "Mormonism,"
when reading the Scriptures, I often
wondered why it was that we had no
Prophets, no Apostles, no gifts and
graces, no healings by the power of
God, no visions, no angels, no reve-



