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path for this people to walk in, whether
that path may be popular or unpopular;
leaders who will not hesitate to rebuke
sin and wickedness, whether emanating
from high or low places.

Those who have been acquainted
with the Prophet Joseph, who laid the
foundation of this Church and kingdom,
who was an instrument in the hand of
God in bringing to light the Gospel in
this last dispensation, know well that ev-
ery feeling of his soul, every sentiment
of his mind, and every act of his life,
proved that he was determined to main-
tain the principle of truth, even to the
sacrificing of his life. His soul swelled
wide as eternity for the welfare of the
human family. He began entirely alone,
as far as the influences of the children of
men were concerned upon the earth, to
endeavor to establish a religion and or-
der of things diverse from anything then
existing among men, a religion that was
unpopular and contrary to the feelings,
and views, and traditions of the whole
human family.

Every man that is acquainted with
the history of the nations of the world
at this time, must know that religion is
a very popular thing—it has many fol-
lowers; and they must also know that
the religions of the day are very diversi-
fied; and that they are in a great mea-
sure framed to meet the conveniences,
traditions, and situations of the chil-
dren of men, with but little regard to
the declarations of the Bible, or the rev-
elations of Jesus Christ. Every man
that will read the Scripture of the Old
and New Testaments, will see that there
was an organization in the days of Je-
sus Christ, a system for the salvation
of the children of men. It is laid down
plainly and definitely for the inhabitants
of the earth to follow. But, if we search
throughout the earth at this day, we
cannot find a system existing that has
scarcely any resemblance to the exam-

ple laid down by Christ and the Apos-
tles. And I will here say that the per-
secution, opposition, and oppression that
this Church has met with from its first
organization, have been in a great mea-
sure in consequence of carrying out that
very system, those very ordinances, that
same Gospel which Jesus Christ and his
Apostles established in their day, and
which cost the most of them their lives.

The New Testament clearly shows
that whenever God has had a people
upon the earth—when He has had a
Church and kingdom in the world, it
has been organized with Prophets and
Apostles, and has been endowed with
revelations, with diverse kinds of gifts,
with healing power, with miracles, with
dreams, and I may say with every mem-
ber that belongs to the body of Christ,
necessary for the edifying of the body,
for the work of the ministry, or sancti-
fying of the people. We cannot find any-
where within the lids of the Bible, where
the Lord ever had a people He acknowl-
edged, except they were led by imme-
diate revelation. The Lord never had
a people in any age of the world with-
out Prophets to lead them, even to the
present day; and this is the reason why
this Church and kingdom is so diverse
from the views, feelings, and traditions
of the nations around us, and that has
caused it to meet with great opposition,
persecution, and opposing spirits from
the commencement, and perhaps may
continue to do so until the winding up
scene.

Many of the Prophets have proph-
esied that such an order of things as
that which Christ and his Apostles es-
tablished, should again be established
in the last days, after ages of apos-
tasy and darkness. When the Jews
fell through unbelief, as the Apostle
says, the Gospel was taken from them
and given to the Gentiles. Did the
kingdom go to the Gentiles stripped
of any of its powers, or portion of its


