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to be done. The Government of the
United States, and the Presidents of the
United States ought to treat the reli-
gion of the Latter-day Saints as they
do Methodism, Presbyterianism, Quak-
erism, Shakerism, and many other isms,
and say, "Here, I wish you to hold your
tongues about the Mormons, for they
have just as good a right to their reli-
gion as you have to yours." And when
the people petition for this or that (as
the right of petition should never be de-
nied), it is the duty of those who are
addressed to hearken to the petitions of
the people, and to let them have offi-
cers of their own choice, for the appoint-
ing power is elected by the voice of the
people, and the mass of the people hold
the reins of government in their hands.
Then let the people carry out those prin-
ciples they have adopted and profess to
abide by, and when we wish for a Gov-
ernor, or a Judge, or any other appointed
officer, let us have the men we prefer, and
not those who will run away and report
falsehoods about us.

Many of the Battalion boys are here
today, who walked over the plains and
deserts; they know what they have en-
dured. They left their fathers, mothers,
and children on the prairie, and some of
them they have never since seen, and
will not in this time, for they sleep in
the silent grave. They suffered all this
in fighting for the country that had cast
them out!

Do I love murderers and mobocrats as
I do good men? No. Do I pray for them?
Yes, that the Lord would judge them out
of their own mouths, and that speedily.

We plead all the time to be let alone,
and to be permitted to live in peace, and
not to be whipped and abused without
cause, for we are "flesh of your flesh, and
bone of your bone;" then why not let us
enjoy our piece of cake, as we let you en-
joy yours? For this we plead, and plead,

and plead continually, but "No," say they,
"we will chastise you because we have
the power to do it; we will whip you be-
cause we are stronger than you."

I will take the Government of the
United States, and the laws of Mis-
souri and Illinois, from the year 1833
to 1845, and if they had been carried
out according to their letter and spirit,
they would have strung up the murder-
ers and mobocrats who illegally and un-
righteously killed, plundered, harassed,
and expelled us. I will tell you how
much I love those characters. If they
had any respect to their own welfare,
they would come forth and say, whether
Joseph Smith was a Prophet or not, "We
shed his blood, and now let us atone for
it;" and they would be willing to have
their heads chopped off, that their blood
might run upon the ground, and the
smoke of it rise before the Lord as an
incense for their sins. I love them that
much. But if the Lord wishes them to
live and foam out their sins before all
men and women, it is all right, I care not
where they go, or what they do.

I have but one fear concerning this
people in the Valleys of the Mountains,
I have but one trembling sensation in
the nerves of my spirit, and that is, lest
we do not live the religion we profess.
If we will only practice what we pro-
fess, I tell you we are at the defiance of
all hell. But if we transgress the law
God has given us, and trample His mer-
cies, blessings, and ordinances under our
feet, and treat them with the indiffer-
ence which I have thought that some oc-
casionally do, not fully realizing the obli-
gations that they are under to their God,
I have feared that in consequence they
would be overcome, and that the Lord
would let them be scattered and smit-
ten. But only let them live their re-
ligion, and I have no more fears with
regard to their being driven, and with
regard to their enemies having power


