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we have; and you have accomplished
more here in two years, than our old set-
tlers have in twelve. We wish you to live
with us. Why cannot you associate with
us? I want you to scatter among our
people, and give up your religion, and
Prophet, for I will tell you now, in the be-
ginning, you will never see your Prophet,
Joseph Smith, again." (Said I to myself,
'That is a falsehood.') "Only mingle with
us, and give up your Prophet, your Apos-
tles, and your assembling yourselves to-
gether, and we wish you to stay with
us, for you are the best citizens in the
State." I thought that these expressions
did not correspond well with many of his
remarks, and being determined not to
give up my religion, I at once concluded
that he might go to hell, and I would
leave the State; and so I did, with the
balance of the Latter-day Saints, as they
had previously killed many.

Brethren and sisters, our friends
wish to know our feelings towards the
Government. I answer, they are first-
rate, and we will prove it too, as you
will see if you only live long enough, for
that we shall live to prove it is certain;
and when the Constitution of the United
States hangs, as it were, upon a sin-
gle thread, they will have to call for the
"Mormon" Elders to save it from utter
destruction; and they will step forth and
do it.

We love the Constitution of our coun-
try; it is all we could ask; though in
some few instances there might be some
amendments made which would better
it. We love the Federal Government, and
the laws of Congress. There is noth-
ing in those laws that in the least mil-
itates against us, not even to our ex-
cluding common law from this Territory.
I can inform our lawyers who plead at
the bar here, that the Congress of the
United States have passed laws giving
us the privilege of excluding common
law at our pleasure, and that too with-

out any violation of the Constitution, or
general statutes. They have also given
us privilege to stop drunkenness, swear-
ing, and gambling, and to prevent horse
racing, and to punish men for hurting
and robbing each other. The Constitu-
tion of the United States, and the whole
Federal Government, in their acts, have
given us this privilege.

Now I will tell you one thing that
I am opposed to, and that this people
are opposed to; it is to a man's coming
here as an officer, with a bit of sheep's
skin in his pocket having some great
man's name to it, and beginning to set
up his rules of discipline for the people,
and saying, "I am a gentleman, I am a
high-minded gentleman; can you tell me
where I can find a woman to sleep with
me tonight?" and setting up gambling
shops, and drinking, and carousing, and
stirring up strife, and hatching up law-
suits; hunting out disaffected spirits,
and then lecturing the people on moral-
ity, wishing them to become like other
communities, and saying to Mrs. Such-a-
one or Miss Such-a-one, "Won't you ride
with me—won't you take a sleigh ride
tonight with me? I am a high-minded
gentleman." A prudent father, or hus-
band, says, "Come home here; this is
your place; you have no business with
strangers." What is the result of this?
Why, from most of the high-minded gen-
tlemen, you can hear, "God damn the
Mormons, they are opposed to the Fed-
eral Government, because they will not
let us sleep with their wives and daugh-
ters." I am opposed to such men, and am
after them with the barbed arrows of the
Almighty. To what extent? Let them
intrude upon the chastity of my family,
and, so help me God, I will use them
up. [All the congregation said, "Amen."]
Such characters may cry, "Aliens, aliens;
the Mormons are all hostile to the gov-
ernment," and they may cry it until they
are in hell.


