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neighbors were the very men who sent
for this necromancer the last time he
went for the treasure. I never heard
a man who could swear like that as-
trologer; he swore scientifically, by rule,
by note. To those who love swearing, it
was musical to hear him, but not so to
me, for I would leave his presence. He
would call Joseph everything that was
bad, and say, "I believe he will get the
treasure after all." He did get it, and the
war commenced directly.

When Joseph obtained the treasure,
the priests, the deacons, and religionists
of every grade, went hand in hand with
the fortuneteller, and with every wicked
person, to get it out of his hands, and, to
accomplish this, a part of them came out
and persecuted him.

Ours is professedly a Christian na-
tion, and those who profess to be Chris-
tians should be so in very deed; if they
were, they would not hesitate to have a
good man and a Christian preside over
them. As much as is said against Chris-
tians sitting in the Presidential chair
of the government, they are the only
suitable persons to rule, and should be
taught of the Lord by dreams and vi-
sions. But after all the hue and cry about
"Church and State," there has not been
a President, nor a Governor, in our day,
but what has been controlled, more or
less, by priests who deny revelation, be-
lieve not in visions, and receive not the
ministration of angels. Presidents, Gov-
ernors, Members of the Cabinet and of
Congress are more or less controlled ei-
ther by the priests, or by a traditionary
religious influence; and at the same time
nearly all of them will turn round and
curse the priests, and curse religion to
the lowest hell, while they are governed
and controlled by it. The false religion
that is in the world, is what raises this
"hue and cry," misguides the people, and
opposes itself against the Kingdom of

God on the earth. Now if we would only
fall in with the wicked all would be right,
and then no person would wish to perse-
cute us.

I will mention a few sayings and do-
ings that transpired in Missouri, when
they had Joseph and many others in
prison. Old General Clark had dis-
cretionary power, from Governor Boggs,
to kill man, woman, and child, or to
spare the women and children, or dis-
tribute the whole community of the
Saints among the other inhabitants, just
as he pleased. The cause of this was
laid to "Mormon disturbances," "Mormon
troubles;" though the "Mormons" had not
been out of their own county, for they
owned nearly all the county where they
lived, and they did not go beyond their
own boundaries except upon lawful and
necessary business. We had given up our
arms, by their request, to prove our loy-
alty to the government, and then many
of them said, "Now, God damn you, we
will shoot you;" and some of the Saints
were killed after they had surrendered
their arms, in faithful compliance with
the requisition.

The starting point of our persecutions
there arose by our enemies setting fire
to their own houses, and swearing that
they were burnt out and driven by the
"Mormons." This I know, for it came un-
der my own observation. When Gen-
eral Clark came into Far West with his
army, he sent George M. Hinkle, the
apostate, to call out the remainder of
the brethren on to the public square,
and when they were assembled he sur-
rounded them with his men, and said,
"Gentlemen, I have discretionary power
in my hands, and I will now tell you
what we desire. We wish one to go
home with this man, and another with
that man, and take your wives and chil-
dren with you, and distribute yourselves
through the State. You are the best me-
chanics and the most industrious people


