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true Church in the fulness of the doc-
trines of the Lord Jesus.

So far as morality goes, in many in-
stances I have no complaints to make.
Thousands and millions of people live
according to the best light they have,
but the Holy Priesthood is not on the
earth, unless the Latter-day Saints have
it. It is the Priesthood again given to
the children of men—shall I say it out?
["Yes."] That raises the devil, and makes
all hell angry; and the servants of the
devil will run to and fro, and publish his
lies about Christ and his Church on the
earth. They are not angry with me or
with you; and the professors of Chris-
tianity, the priests, are not angry with
us, but they are filled with wrath and
indignation with themselves, and with
the Almighty. Why are they angry? Be-
cause they are men, and like other men.
If a man sees his house about to fall, if
he sees something or other continually
gnawing, and gnawing, and picking, and
operating upon the foundation, and dis-
covers that by and by his house must fall,
perhaps when he is asleep, or when he is
gone from home, and destroy his women
and children, he is all the time worried,
and in a stew; all the time watching
with a fearful looking for the time when
it will crumble to pieces. This is the
difficulty with the professing Christian
world. Is it so with the Infidel? No, he
does not care anything about the matter;
but those sweet, loving, blessed Chris-
tians, the priest in the pulpit, and the
deacon under it, and the sage followers
of their own nonsense and the traditions
of their fathers are the ones who are at
war with the Eternal Priesthood of God.

The Universalists say that we are
all going to heaven in a heap to-
gether, and if they believe their re-
ligion they do not trouble themselves
about "Mormonism." Though I confess
that I think the most of them are like

the old man who was a strong believer in
Universalism, and, while walking among
his cattle, and musing over his doctrine,
stepped up to a favorite ox, and said to
himself, "I believe the doctrine of the
Universalists, but, old Bright, as well
as I love you, I would willingly give you
if I knew it was true." You find a man
who does not believe in any religious doc-
trines, who does not believe in a future
existence, and what does he care about
"Mormonism?" Nothing at all.

Who is it that stirs up the devil all the
time? Those sanctified hypocrites, those
old sectarians, who profess so much
sanctity, and so much religion. They
see that their old favorite dwelling is
crumbling to the dust, never to be re-
built again before "Mormonism" will tri-
umph. That is what stirs up all the mis-
chief. It was priests who first persecuted
Joseph Smith. I will here relate a few
of the circumstances which I personally
knew concerning the coming forth of the
plates, from a part of which the Book of
Mormon was translated. This fact may
be new to several, but I had a personal
knowledge with regard to many of those
circumstances.

I well knew a man who, to get the
plates, rode over sixty miles three times
the same season they were obtained by
Joseph Smith. About the time of their
being delivered to Joseph by the angel,
the friends of this man sent for him,
and informed him that they were go-
ing to lose that treasure, though they
did not know what it was. The man
I refer to was a fortuneteller, a necro-
mancer, an astrologer, a soothsayer, and
possessed as much talent as any man
that walked on the American soil, and
was one of the wickedest men I ever
saw. The last time he went to obtain
the treasure he knew where it was, and
told where it was, but did not know
its value. Allow me to tell you that a
Baptist deacon and others of Joseph's


