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on the subject of marriage; my visitors
having requested me to give them my
views of the law of God respecting mar-
riage.

My freedom commenced from that
hour. We came direct from Paw-paw
Grove to Nauvoo, having got our writ di-
rected to the nearest court having au-
thority to try the case, which was the
Municipal Court of this city.

It did my soul good to see your feel-
ings and love manifested towards me. I
thank God that I have the honor to lead
so virtuous and honest a people, to be
your leader and lawyer, as was Moses
to the children of Israel. Hosannah!
Hosannah!! HOSANNAH!! to Almighty
God, who has delivered us thus from out
of the seven troubles! I commend you
to His grace, and may the blessings of
heaven rest upon you, in the name of Je-
sus Christ. Amen.

[President Smith then introduced Mr.
Cyrus Walker to the assembled multi-
tude; and remarked to him]—These are
the greatest dupes, as a body of people,
that ever lived, or I am not as big a rogue
as I am reported to be. I told Mr. Warren
I would not discuss the subject of religion
with you. I understand the Gospel, and
you do not; you understand the quackery
of law, and I do not.

[Mr. Walker then addressed the peo-
ple to the effect that from what he
had seen in the Nauvoo city charter,
it gave the power to try writs of Ha-

beas Corpus, &c. After which President
Smith continued as follows—]

If the Legislature have granted Nau-
voo the right of determining cases of
Habeas Corpus, it is no more than they
ought to have done, or more than our fa-
thers fought for.

Furthermore, if Missouri continues
her warfare, and to issue her writs
against me and this people unlawfully
and unjustly as she has done, and to
take away and trample upon our rights, I
swear in the name of Almighty God, and
with uplifted hands to heaven, I will spill
my heart's blood in our defense. They
shall not take away our rights; and if
they don't stop leading me by the nose,
I will lead them by the nose; and if they
don't let me alone, I will turn up the
world—I will make war. When we shake
our own bushes, we want to catch our
own fruit.

The lawyers themselves acknowledge
that we have all power granted us in our
charters that we could ask for—that we
had more power than any other court
in the state; for all other courts were
restricted, while ours was not; and I
thank God Almighty for it. I will not be
rode down to hell by the Missourians any
longer; and it is my privilege to speak in
my own defense; and I appeal to your in-
tegrity and honor, that you will stand by
and help me, according to the covenant
you have this day made.


