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strong as a giant. I pulled sticks with the
men coming along, and I pulled up with
one hand the strongest man that could
be found: then two men tried, but they
could not pull me up; and I continued to
pull mentally until I pulled Missouri to
Nauvoo. But I will pass from that sub-
ject.

There has been great excitement in
the country since Joseph H. Reynolds
and Harmon Wilson took me; but I have
been cool and dispassionate through the
whole. Thank God, I am now a prisoner
in the hands of the Municipal Court of
Nauvoo, and not in the hands of Mis-
sourians.

It is not so much my object to tell of
my afflictions, trials, and troubles, as to
speak of the writ of Habeas Corpus, so
that the minds of all may be corrected.
It has been asserted by the great and
wise men, lawyers and others, that our
municipal powers and legal tribunals are
not to be sanctioned by the authorities
of the State; and accordingly they want
to make it lawful to drag away innocent
men from their families and friends, and
have them put to death by ungodly men
for their religion! Relative to our city
charter, courts, right of Habeas Corpus,
&c., I wish you to know and publish that
we have all power; and if any man from
this time forth says anything to the con-
trary, cast it into his teeth. There is a
secret in this; if there is not power in
our charter and courts, then there is not
power in the State of Illinois, nor in the
Congress or Constitution of the United
States, for the United States gave unto
Illinois her constitution or charter, and
Illinois gave unto Nauvoo her charters,
ceding unto us our vested rights, which
she has no right or power to take from
us; all the power there was in Illinois
she gave to Nauvoo; and any man that
says to the contrary, is a fool. The Mu-
nicipal Court has all the power to issue
and determine writs of Habeas Corpus,

within the limits of this city, that the
Legislature can confer. This city has all
the power that the State Courts have,
and was given by the same authority—
the Legislature.

I want you to hear and learn, O Is-
rael! this day, what is for the hap-
piness and peace of this city and peo-
ple. If our enemies are determined to
oppress us, and deprive us of our con-
stitutional rights and privileges as they
have done; and if the authorities that
are on the earth will not sustain us in
our rights, nor give us that protection
which the laws and constitution of the
United States, and of this State, guar-
antee unto us, then we will claim them
from a higher power—from Heaven—
yea, from God Almighty.

I have dragged these men here by my
hand, and will do it again; but I swear I
will not deal so mildly with them again;
for the time has come when forbearance
is no longer a virtue; and if you or I are
again taken unlawfully, you are at lib-
erty to give loose to blood and thunder.
But be cool, be deliberate, be wise, act
with almighty power, and when you pull,
do it effectually—make a sweepstakes for
once!

My lot has always been cast among
the warmest-hearted people; in every
time of trouble, friends, even among
strangers, have been raised up unto me,
and assisted me.

The time has come when the veil
is torn off from the State of Illinois,
and its citizens have delivered me from
the State of Missouri; friends that
were raised up unto me would have
spilt their life's blood, to have torn
me from the hands of Reynolds and
Wilson, if I had asked them; but I
told them not. I would be delivered
by the power of God, and generalship;
and I have brought these men to Nau-
voo, and committed them to her from
whom I was torn, not as prisoners in
chains, but as prisoners of kindness.


