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here? One half of this people may draw
away from the truth, or two-thirds of
them, or a quarter of them, or all but
twenty, if you please, and do you sup-
pose it will hinder the salvation, the ex-
altation, the happiness, and the heaven
that pertain to those who cleave to this
Church? No, it won't affect them one
hair. If you do not pay one dime of tithing
it will not impoverish the Almighty, but
I will tell you where the effect will be,
it will affect yourselves, your own salva-
tion. If you neglect these things, I tell
you the Lord will neglect to bless you;
it comes on yourselves individually, and
it stands you in hand, every soul of you,
men and women, to arise and prove the
Lord, and see if He does not watch your
faithfulness, and is not ready to pour you
out a blessing that you have not room to
receive.

Since President Young and others
have dwelt upon tithing it is coming in
first rate, and Bishop Hunter has be-
come frightened; "Good heavens," says
he, "what shall we do with the tithing?
We have not got room to put it." "Why,"
says I, "stretch out, Bishop." If he does
not stretch out, he will, in comparison,
be like an artificial globe, he will be-
come round, he will draw up, that is the
trouble. Too many have got the sweeny,
and the skins are growing tight on their
flesh, and even on their bones. Some of
the Bishops and Elders become so con-
tracted that it is too hard for them to pay
their tithing when it pertains to them as
individuals, for it is an individual salva-
tion. Let us be one in these things, and
be up and doing while it is time; and it is
time all the time, and it is time in eter-
nity all the time, and always will be; and
when we get into the next stage of ac-
tion it will be time while we are there,
and it will be eternity around us. Let
us go to work and purify our hearts—
our tabernacles—and purify and cleanse
our houses, and let us rise up as a
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people. What say ye? Do you feel in-
clined to do it? Let us show to the world
that we are Saints, for it hurts my feel-
ings to see the steps that some Elders
here are taking right in the midst of Is-
rael, rising up in clans to steal from their
brethren, and thinking we shall believe
it is someone else. Is that righteous? Is
that the religion of Christ? Is that doing
as you would wish to be dealt by? Such
characters will see sorrow, they will see
wretchedness, they will see misery; and
may God grant that their misery may be-
gin to fall upon them, and increase, that
they may never rest until they repent,
and wash away their sins, and turn unto
the Lord; I wish this on conditions you
know. Well, here we pray, and here we
desire, that inasmuch as the world raise
weapons against Zion, or against God's
people, we pray that these weapons may
fall upon their own heads, and not upon
ours; we pray, inasmuch as they dig pits,
that they may fall into them instead of
getting us into them.

Bless your souls, I have no fear about
any matters pertaining to this people,
if they would rise up and be as one
man, and act by common consent with
the President, as his Counselors and as
the Twelve do. The Twelve feel to be
one with the First Presidency, as they
are with each other. I do not fear this
world, nor do I fear anything that is in
it, for where there is union and concen-
tration with that man whom God has
appointed, there is a power that this
earth cannot handle. Now the world do
not know this, but still they are fear-
ful; there is something out of sight which
they fear. Again, if those who go forth to
preach the Gospel could speedily gather
every one of the Saints from Europe,
Asia, Africa, the islands of the sea, and
from wherever they are scattered, there
would be twenty thousand, yes, fifty



