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and as momentous as any of the reve-
lations hold forth, or as any of the pre-
dictions of the Prophet Joseph have fore-
told.

Notwithstanding this display of the
power of God in fulfilling His word, we
need not expect the eyes of the inhab-
itants of the earth to be opened to un-
derstand the meaning of the astound-
ing events that are transpiring around
them, for one of the marked signs of the
last days is, the blindness of the peo-
ple; we are told they should have eyes
and see not, and ears but hear not, and
hearts but understand not. If in the days
of Jesus this was true of the Jews and
surrounding nations, it is doubly so now
in relation to the nations with which we
are acquainted.

Though the fulfillment of the words
of the Prophets is clear and visible to
us as the noonday sun in its splendor,
yet the people of the world are blinded
thereto; they do not comprehend nor dis-
cern the hand of the Lord. The Saints
who live in the Spirit, walk by the
Spirit, and are governed by the coun-
sels of the Almighty, can see the work-
ing of the Lord, not only in our midst—
not only in Utah Territory, in the midst
of the people of God who assemble in
this Tabernacle—it is not only in this
latter-day capacity we view the work
of God, but we let our minds stretch
abroad to creation's utmost extent, and
we can see the hand of the Lord in all
the events of earth. We see it in the
revolutions of our own continent; we see
it in the scattering and scourging of the
house of Israel; in the fading away of na-
tions, on the right and on the left; in
the present commotion in our own na-
tion; in the broils and contentions be-
tween the South and the North; in short,
we see it in all the events connected
with our own and other nations living on
the continent of North and South Amer-
ica. And when the mind's eye stretches
abroad across the mighty deep, through-
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out Europe, we see the hand of the Lord
visibly at work there, not only in the
spread of the Gospel, in the prosperity
of the people of God, and in the procla-
mation of the eternal principles of truth
through the agency of the Elders of Is-
rael, but in the war cloud gathering
black around, dyeing the ocean with hu-
man gore, and drenching the solid earth
with blood.

We see it in the preparations of war,
and the framing of treaties of peace
among strong nations. The world is in
commotion, and the hearts of men fail
them for fear of the impending storm
that threatens to enshroud all nations in
its black mantle. Treaties of peace may
be made, and war will stop for a sea-
son, but there are certain decrees of the
Gods, and certain bounds fixed, and laws
and edicts passed by the high courts of
heaven, beyond which the nations can-
not pass; and when the Almighty decrees
the wicked shall slay the wicked, strong
nations may interfere, peace conventions
may become rife in the world and ex-
ert their influence to sheath the sword of
war, and make treaties of peace to calm
the troubled surface of all Europe, to no
effect; the war cloud is still booming o'er
the heavens, darkening the earth, and
threatening the world with desolation.

This is a fact the Saints have known
for many years—that the Gods in yon-
der heavens have something to do with
these revolutions; the angels, those holy
beings who are sent from the heavens to
the earth to minister in the destiny of
nations, have something to do in these
mighty revolutions and convulsions that
shake creation almost to its center.

Consequently, when we see nation
stirred up against nation, and on the
other hand see other nations exert-
ing a powerful influence to bring about
negotiations of peace, shall we say
they can bring it about? Do we ex-



