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you feel? You would feel like taking in-
stant vengeance on the perpetrator of
the deed. But it would be wrong for you
to encourage the least particle of feel-
ing to arise in your bosom like anger,
or revenge, or like taking judgment into
your own hands, until the Lord Almighty
shall say, "Judgment is yours, and for
you to execute."

Brother Morley wished to know if
anyone could tell the origin of thought.
The origin of thought was planted in our
organization at the beginning of our be-
ing. This is not telling you how it came
there, or who put it there. Thought orig-
inated with our individual being, which
is organized to be as independent as any
being in eternity. When you go home,
and learn that your neighbors have com-
mitted some depredation on your prop-
erty, or in your family, and anger arises
in your bosom, then consider, and know
that it arises in yourselves.

On the other hand, suppose some
person has blessed you when you re-
turn home, brought you a bag of flour,
for instance, in a time of great scarcity,
and some butter, milk, and vegetables,
thoughts would at once spring up to bless
the giver. The origin of thought and re-
flection is in ourselves. We think, be-
cause we are, and are made susceptible
of external influences, and to feel our
relationship to external objects. Thus
thoughts of revenge, and thoughts of
blessing will arise in the same mind, as it
is influenced by external circumstances.

If you are injured by a neighbor,
the first thought of the unregenerate
heart is for God to damn the person
who has hurt you. But if a per-
son blesses you, the first thought that
arises in you is, God bless that man;
and this is the disposition to which
we ought to cleave. But dismiss any
spirit that would prompt you to injure
any creature that the Lord has made,

give it no place, encourage it not, and
it will not stay where you are. You can
let the black man, or the white man into
your house, as you please; you can say,
"Walk in," to both of them.

This is a figure. When the white man
presents himself, you know him at once
by his complexion; the same when you
see darkness and blackness advancing,
you know it is from beneath, and you can
command it to leave your house. When
the good man comes, he brings with him
a halo of kindness which fills you with
peace and heavenly comfort; invite him
into your house, and make him your con-
stant guest.

I have often told you from this stand,
if you cleave to holy, godlike principles,
you add more good to your organization,
which is made independent in the first
place, and the good spirit and influence
which come from the Father of lights,
and from Jesus Christ, and from the holy
angels add good to it. And when you
have been proved, and when you have
labored and occupied sufficiently upon
that, it will become, in you, what brother
Joseph Smith told Elder Taylor, if he
would adhere to the Spirit of the Lord
strictly, it should become in him, viz., a
fountain of revelation. That is true. Af-
ter awhile the Lord will say to such, "My
son, you have been faithful, you have
clung to good, and you love righteous-
ness, and hate iniquity, from which you
have turned away, now you shall have
the blessing of the Holy Spirit to lead
you, and be your constant companion,
from this time henceforth and forever."
Then the Holy Spirit becomes your prop-
erty, it is given to you for a profit, and
an eternal blessing. It tends to addition,
extension, and increase, to immortality
and eternal lives.

If you suffer the opposite of this
to take possession of your tabernacles,
it will hurt you, and all that is asso-


