MARRIAGE RELATIONS OF BISHOPS AND DEACONS.

but that he can officiate in his office, and
magnify it to acceptance.

The office of a Bishop is in his ward;
and when he finds a man who is doing
a good business as a farmer or a trades-
man, and who has plenty around him,
and is faithfully paying his tithing, he
has no business there only to receive the
tithing that man has to pay for the ben-
efit of the kingdom of God; his business
is more particularly in the houses of wid-
ows and orphans, and he is called to ad-
minister to them in righteousness, like a
father.

Paul, knowing by observation and
his own experience the temptations that
were continually thrown before the El-
ders, gave instructions paramount to
this—Before you ordain a person to be a
Bishop, to take the charge of a Branch
in any one district or place, see that he
has a wife to begin with; he did not say,
"but one wife;" it does not read so; but
he must have one to begin with, in order
that he may not be continually drawn
into temptation while he is in the line of
his duty, visiting the houses of widows
and orphans, the poor, the afflicted, and
the sick in his ward. He is to converse
with families, sometimes upon family
matters, and care for them, but if he has
no wife, he is not so capable of taking
care of a family as he otherwise would
be, and perhaps he is not capable of tak-
ing care of himself. Now select a young
man who has preserved himself in pu-
rity and holiness, one who has carried
himself circumspectly before the people,
and before God: it would not do to or-
dain him to the office of a Bishop, for he
may be drawn into temptation, and he
lacks experience in family matters; but
take a man who has one wife at least,
a man of experience, like thousands of
our Elders, men of strength of mind,
who have determination in them to pre-
serve themselves pure under all cir-
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cumstances, at all times, and in all
places in their wards. Now, Timothy, se-
lect such a man to be a Bishop.

A Bishop in his calling and duty is
with the Church all the time; he is not
called to travel abroad to preach, but is
at home; he is not abroad in the world,
but is with the Saints.

When you have got your Bishop, he
needs assistants, and he ordains Coun-
selors, Priests, Teachers, and Deacons,
and calls them to help him; and he
wishes men of his own heart and hand
to do this. Says he, "I dare not even call
a man to be a Deacon, to assist me in
my calling, unless he has a family." It
is not the business of an ignorant young
man, of no experience in family matters,
to inquire into the circumstances of fam-
ilies, and know the wants of every per-
son. Some may want medicine and nour-
ishment, and to be looked after, and it is
not the business of boys to do this; but
select a man who has got a family to be a
Deacon, whose wife can go with him, and
assist him in administering to the needy
in the ward.

These are simply my views in a few
words on this subject, and always have
been since I have reflected upon the doc-
trine that the fathers teach us in the
Holy Scriptures. I will venture to say the
view I take of the matter is not to be dis-
puted or disproved by Scripture or rea-
son.

I have no reasonable grounds upon
which to say it was not the custom in
ancient times for a man to have more
than one wife, but every reason to be-
lieve that it was the custom among
the Jews, from the days of Abraham
to the days of the Apostles, for they
were lineal descendants of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, all of whom taught
and practiced the doctrine of plural-
ity of wives, and were revered by the
whole Jewish nation, and it is but nat-
ural that they should have respected



