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truth, whoever declared the mind and
will of his Father in heaven. Are we
Abraham's seed, or are we bastards and
not sons? That is the question.

Let us see what Abraham's works
were. Abraham obtained promises.
What promise have you obtained? What
promise has the Christian world ob-
tained? "Why," says one, "the Bible is
all full of promises made to the people
of God long ago." But what have the
promises to the people of God long ago to
do with us? Have we obtained promises
to ourselves? There is the point. If
our fathers obtained promises that they
should be fed, and were fed, their eat-
ing and drinking does not satisfy my ap-
petite. It satisfied them, but that has
nothing to do with me, I want the same
kind of substantial food myself. If Abra-
ham obtained promises, I want to obtain
promises also. "What! A man that has
more than one wife obtain promises from
God?" I tell you there were but few in
olden times whoever did obtain promises
from God, that had not more than one
wife, if the Bible be true. There was
David, and there was Solomon; there
were the whole line of the kings of Is-
rael. Says one, "That Old Bible was for
the Jews, and has nothing to do with us;
that is the Old Testament; and having
more wives was according to their law,
and according to their custom, but it does
not apply to us; the Savior of the world
is our great pattern, he is our great law-
giver."

And how is it with him? Let us
inquire. Did the Savior of the world
consider it to be his duty to fulfil
all righteousness? You answer, yes.
Even the simple ordinance of baptism
he would not pass by, for the Lord
commanded it, and therefore it was
righteousness to obey what the Lord
had commanded, and he would fulfil
all righteousness. Upon this hypoth-
esis I will go back to the beginning,
and notice the commandment that was

given to our first parents in the garden
of Eden. The Lord said unto them, "Mul-
tiply and replenish the earth." I will di-
gress here for a moment from the thread
of the subject, and bring an idea that
may perhaps have a bearing upon it.

The earth, you remember, was void
and empty, until our first parents began
at the garden of Eden. What does the
term replenish mean? This word is de-
rived from the Latin; "re" and "plenus;"
"re" denotes repetition, iteration; and
"plenus" signifies full, complete; then the
meaning of the word replenish is to refill,
recomplete. If I were to go into a mer-
chant's store, and find he had got a new
stock of goods, I should say—"You have
replenished your stock, that is, filled up
your establishment, for it looks as it did
before." "Now go forth," says the Lord,
"and replenish the earth;" for it was cov-
ered with gloomy clouds of darkness, ex-
cluded from the light of heaven, and
darkness brooded upon the face of the
deep. The world was peopled before the
days of Adam, as much so as it was be-
fore the days of Noah. It was said that
Noah became the father of a new world,
but it was the same old world still, and
will continue to be, though it may pass
through many changes.

When God said, Go forth and replen-
ish the earth; it was to replenish the
inhabitants of the human species, and
make it as it was before. Our first par-
ents, then, were commanded to multi-
ply and replenish the earth; and if the
Savior found it his duty to be baptized
to fulfil all righteousness, a command of
far less importance than that of multi-
plying his race (if indeed there is any dif-
ference in the commandments of Jeho-
vah, for they are all important, and all
essential), would he not find it his duty
to join in with the rest of the faithful ones
in replenishing the earth? "Mr. Hyde,
do you really wish to imply that the im-


