THE MARRIAGE RELATIONS.

So it is with the light of revelation.
When it bursts into the human mind, it
not only reveals one principle, but casts
a halo of light upon all connected with it.
An individual thus favored, walks in the
light of Jehovah's countenance. I have
a desire that in this light we may walk;
and he whose eye is single, says the Sav-
ior, his whole body shall be full of light,
and there is no darkness in him, nor oc-
casion of stumbling.

What is the condition of the world at
large, both religious and political, who
regard us as being in the depths of sin,
iniquity, and transgression? What are
their customs? Go, if you please, to the
large cities of every nation and clime. I
have visited many of them in the four
quarters of the earth, and in the islands
of the sea. I have had some little experi-
ence in relation to these things, so far as
common observation could give it to me,
and I pretty well understand the manner
of life of the world at large.

A man, for instance, who has the
most riches, the man who can command
the most wealth, I do not say this is the
case with all, but it is the case with the
majority—they not only have their wives
and families with whom they publicly
live and associate, but they also have
in secret places their mistresses, whom
they maintain not honorably, but under
a cloak as it were. When by their illegit-
imate connections they are likely to in-
crease their race, what means do they re-
sort to, to save their credit, to keep their
honor unsullied in the eyes of the mul-
titude, to cover up their iniquity, hide
their crimes, and smother their shame?
A skillful practitioner is employed to de-
stroy the embryo offspring. This is mur-
der.

Nor is this the only means used to
hide their shame, and save themselves
from reproach. They may be success-
ful in hiding their iniquity from the
eye of man, but they cannot hide it
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from the eye of the Omnipotent Jeho-
vah. Is there not a day coming when
these acts will be searched out, and pro-
claimed abroad, and that, too, by a mind
that penetrates the secret thoughts and
intents of the hearts of the children of
men? "What! Is there indeed such a day
approaching?" Yes. It may be hid for a
little season from the view of the wicked,
but it is steadily approaching, and will
come as a thief in the night; and those
very persons, both male and female, who
often throw out their anathemas against
the "Mormons," against their course, and
manner of life, will be overwhelmed with
it.

Then how will apply the words of
our text—"Ye are they that justify your-
selves before men; but God knoweth your
hearts: for that which is well pleasing
in the sight of men is an abomination to
God." What is well pleasing in the eyes
of worldly men—men devoid of princi-
ple, and destitute of the righteousness of
God? It is pleasing to them to hide and
smother up anything that would tend
to cast reproach and infamy upon their
name. The blackness of their charac-
ter they seek to conceal from the public
gaze, and appear good Christians, and
honorable men in society, men of princi-
ple, virtue, and integrity. If they can hide
their shame, no matter what the expense
or suffering caused in destroying the em-
bryo coming into being. They care not to
risk the life of her who would become a
mother. All this is well pleasing in the
eyes of unprincipled men, and that their
iniquity should not come to light.

But that that is well pleasing in the
sight of men, is an abomination in the
sight of God. I will venture to say,
that you may go into the most popu-
lous cities of the world, and you will
find a considerable part of those who
give tone to Christianity as it is in the
world, standing in these miserable re-



