GATHERING THE SAINTS, ETC.

and pure; I do not know how much they
are spinning, and how many white robes
they are making, for the Saints and the
redeemed; but they have to work out all
their indebtedness in prison; and if God
is hungry or naked, He will not call upon
you; for He has millions of resources in
another quarter. He can get along with-
out us doing the work, but He gives us a
privilege of doing it if we will; and if we
will, He will bless us; and if we will not,
He don't care.

There are some men in this king-
dom who have an idea it cannot roll on
without them—"I must be there, I am
of so much consequence and importance,
that if I should happen to set up my
will in opposition to any measure, the
wheels would be retarded in their on-
ward course." "But,” says the Lord, "if
you do not wish to serve me, go your own
way; I have plenty at my command, and
when you are out of the way I will let you
see that my kingdom will roll on faster
without you than with you; still, if you
desire to take a part among the multi-
tude of my servants in rolling it on, I will
make you an honored instrument in do-
ing so."

I think I have spoken about as long
as is necessary. Brother Kimball wished
me to speak upon this subject. Brother
Young will be in soon, and probably there
are other matters to be attended to. I
might continue to address you, but I es-
teem it unnecessary. I believe I have ful-
filled the charge laid upon me—to show
the necessity of putting forth our own
hands to pave the way for the exhibi-
tion of the great power of the Almighty
in accomplishing His purposes on the
earth. I wish to say a word or two more,
and then I am done. It is the desire
of my heart that we may all live, be-
fore God, and before one another, in
the way and manner that shall reflect
honor upon the cause of the Latter-
day Saints—upon "Mormonism," as
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it is termed. They may publish their
squibs in the newspapers, and tell all
about our wickedness and corruptions,
but if we only live to reflect honor on the
cause of God, it matters little what our
enemies say.

In a communication from an editor to
me, he quotes from the 17th chapter of
Jeremiah, where it says, "Cursed be the
man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth
from the Lord. For he shall be like the
heath in the desert, and shall not see
when good cometh; but shall inhabit the
parched places in the wilderness, in a
salt land and not inhabited." "Now," says
he, "how exactly is this fulfilled in the fol-
lowers of Joe Smith, that have gone to
Utah Territory; there they are in a salt
and barren land, and they do not know
when good comes." In my communica-
tion, I have told him he is mistaken: for
we have no more salt here than is nec-
essary; but the quotation made me think
of Long Island, for the early settlers were
surrounded with salt, and it must allude
to Long Island; and if it would not suit
there he might apply it to the early set-
tlers of Syracuse: it is all in that country.

But to turn the scale: where shall
be the habitation of the righteous? The
old Prophet says, "He that walketh
righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he
that despiseth the gain of oppressions,
that shaketh his hands from holding
of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes
from seeing evil; He shall dwell on high:
his place of defense shall be the mu-
nitions of rocks: bread shall be given
him; his waters shall be sure." Where
is the people who have got more rocks
than we have? Do we have bread, and
plenty of it? Yes! We have had fine
crops of wheat since the cricket and
grasshopper war was over, and our wa-
ters are sure, for here we have them flow-
ing down every street, in the midst of



