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are the reapers; and still, angels, you say,
are coming to earth no more. This won't
do, for the reapers are the angels, the
good seed are the children of the king-
dom, and the tares are the children of the
wicked one, and the enemy that sowed
them is the devil. In another place it is
said, "And he shall send his angels with
a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from one end of heaven to
the other." And yet the present Christian
world say that angels have no more to do;
of course, then, they do not look for any-
thing of this kind; their faith does not
embrace the sayings of the Savior and
His Apostles, touching the winding up
scene: and without faith, it is impossible
to please God; consequently they cannot
share in the blessings of the gathering
dispensation of the last days, their unbe-
lief excludes them.

It is said that God helps them that
help themselves. I have been showing
you what will be done for His elect in the
last days; but will He do it for them who
will do nothing for themselves? I say no;
God helps those who help themselves. I
recollect when I was in Pottawatomie I
was determined to raise a crop if I could.
I commenced and plowed up the land,
and went into the woods when it was
hot enough in the summer season al-
most to unsolder a skillet, and hauled
out my rails, and fenced and sowed the
land. When snow came, there was a
fleece of wheat over the land like wool on
a sheep's back. President Young saw it,
and he said it pleased him; and he said,
"I know that God helps those who help
themselves." We may sit down and per-
suade ourselves that it is God's will we
should do nothing for ourselves, and we
may go to beggary; but if we help our-
selves, and bestow the labor for nature
to bring forth, we shall have an abun-

dance, and God will be faithful in bless-
ing our labors.

We are looking for these things to
transpire in the last days, to bring about
the gathering of the Saints preparatory
to the coming of the Son of Man. We can
see the electric wires extending through
the earth; and ships are constructed to
bear forth swiftly the messengers of sal-
vation, to bring home the Saints under
the indulgent hand of our heavenly Fa-
ther. What does He require us to do?
Says He, "I commit to you, my servants,
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, the
authority of the Priesthood, light and in-
telligence, and knowledge to make you
acquainted with all these things; now I
want to see if you will put forth a help-
ing hand, knowing, as you do, your Mas-
ter's will, and understanding His whole
plan of operation, and work according to
the ability I have given you; I will put
you to the test." What is to be done? "Go
forth and preach the Gospel among the
nations, and baptize them in my name
for the remission of sins, and confirm
them by the laying on of hands for the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and teach them
to gather; for it is the gathering dispen-
sation, and if they have not means to
gather, it is for you to advance means to
bring them." "Now," says the Almighty,
"I want to try you and prove you, and
see if you will act in small things that
you may render yourselves worthy of be-
ing blessed with the means which I will
prepare, and which I have ordained. I
want to see if you are worthy." What have
we done here for the purpose of carry-
ing into effect this desirable object? We
have commenced to gather the people,
and we have also commenced to raise a
Fund by which the poor Saints are to be
gathered; and this is based upon princi-
ples that are applicable to us in the days
of our childhood; but we suppose, when
the Almighty begins to put forth His own


