GATHERING THE SAINTS, ETC.

is in contemplation to carry it across the
Atlantic, to bring all nations in immedi-
ate communication. Does this look like
the lightning that spreads from east to
west? Even so shall the coming of the
Son of Man be! The electric telegraph
takes it from eastern climes to western.
It is so quick that a speech made in
Washington city at twelve o'clock is de-
livered in St. Louis at half past eleven
the same day. Electricity flies with so
much greater velocity than the earth,
that it is half an hour before the times
between Washington and St. Louis; even
so shall the coming of the Son of Man
be; or in other words, in the last days in-
telligence shall fly with such rapidity, so
quick shall it be in the day of his com-
ing. We conclude that we are approxi-
mating very near that time. We are get-
ting, as it were, in the neighborhood of
it. Now, says he, watch! When you see
the fig tree and all the trees beginning
to bud, and put forth their leaves, know
that summer is nigh: and when you be-
gin to see these things come to pass, lift
up your heads and rejoice, for your re-
demption draweth nigh.

I may have begun at the wrong end of
my discourse, but if I have, I will get at
the other end of it before I have done; so
that you shall have all the parts of it, if
the Lord will give me strength through
your prayers; you shall have the sum
and substance of what I was required to
make known to you, but I must have my
own way of telling it.

The gathering of the Saints together
is to take place. "But," says one,
"we do not believe that the gather-
ing of the people will take place in
the last days literally; we do not be-
lieve that angels will minister any
more to us." The old-fashioned reli-
gion is, "We have got all that heaven
was pleased to give, and that can be
proven by the good Old Bible. Let
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the angels stay in glory, and we will stay
on our farms, and go to church from one
year to another, and follow up the same
routine over and over again until we go
down to our graves, and that is the end
of our service in the flesh." Do you not
see that all of the Christian world reject
the administration of angels, the Latter-
day Saints excepted, and some few oth-
ers that believe in these things?

There are many in the last days,
who believe in Spirit Rapping, and in
such kind of angels that have no mouth
to speak. The angels that visited the
servants of God had mouths, and they
spoke! Suppose you were to ask me a
question, and I have intelligence and a
mouth to communicate but, instead of
speaking to you, I set the table to jump-
ing, or kick over the chairs and the bu-
reaus, &c. What would you know about
it? You would know the devil was to
pay; you would know there was a total
absence of good feeling and intelligence.
Man was created in the image of God,
and the holy angels that surround His
throne, the flaming messengers to bear
His will to man, are in His image and
likeness. Even the servants of God in the
days of old, when they saw one of those
celestial spirits, began to bow down and
worship him, as though he were the God
who created the heavens and the earth;
but they were commanded to worship
God. There he was, standing in the im-
age of his Maker, and the Prophet mis-
took him for the Lord. These angels are
in the likeness and image of God, and
men are also in His image. I believe, if
God gave me a message to deliver to the
people, and I did not deliver it in the le-
gitimate way, He would close my mouth
because I would not give it in the way he
gave it to me. Spirit Rappers, below par!

"What is the matter?" "There has
some dreadful thing taken place."
"What is it?" "We cannot tell you any



