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realizes the benefits and returns of his
labor; not in some other country, but
here.

The Savior says, the kingdom of
heaven is like a fish net that is cast
into the sea, which took of every kind,
both good and bad, and by and by they
brought the net to the shore, and gath-
ered the good into vessels, and cast the
bad away. So shall it be in the last
days, in the end, when the gathering dis-
pensation shall be introduced, and the
Gospel net be drawn to shore; not in
some foreign clime or mountain, beyond
the bounds of time and space; but on the
shore that skirts the margin of the water,
as testified by this figure; so on earth, the
gathering of the people will be.

We are also told the manner in which
they shall come. They shall come
upon swift beasts—upon dromedaries
and camels; and the ships of Tarshish
shall bear them home, and a highway
shall be cast up for the ransomed of the
Lord to walk in. That highway is not
an immaterial one, that leads to man-
sions in the sky, but it is a highway
that has to be cast up on earth; and it
may be that the very railroads that are
being cast up are one means by which
this operation of the gathering will be
greatly facilitated. This may be the sub-
ject which the Prophet had his eye upon
when he said, The lion's whelps have not
trod there, and the vulture's eye hath not
seen it. At that time it was not cast up;
but was reserved to be cast up in the last
days. The lion's whelp had never trod-
den there; but, by and by, it might when
it was cast up.

The old Prophet had his eye upon
the increased speed of ships; but our
translators have made him to say that
swift messengers shall be sent to the
nations afar off in vessels of bulrushes.
What do we understand by vessels
of bulrushes? Do we ever see such
vessels, or hear tell of such, except
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the cradle that was made for Moses to
float in on the Nile? Have we ever read
of men, swift messengers going in ves-
sels of bulrushes?

It is nonsense; such a vessel could
not withstand the buffetings of the winds
and the waves, nor ride in safety through
the elements contending with each other,
as it were, for empire; or as if the winds
and waves were both armed with ea-
ger vengeance, to see which should first
grasp the little speck struggling for life
upon the surface of the boiling element.
Who believes anything of this sort? The
idea is inconsistent. But when we come
to look at it in another point of view it is
not so inconsistent and obscure. Brother
Carn who is present knows how the Ger-
man Bible reads. I believe it calls them
Pipe ships. The bulrush is hollow, re-
sembling a pipe, and the old Prophet
had nothing else to represent his idea by,
but the bulrush; though he saw ships in
which hollow tubes and pipes were run-
ning in every direction, and he was at
a loss for the name "Steamship" to ap-
ply to them. Now, says he, swift mes-
sengers shall be sent in Pipe ships, look-
ing at the time when steam should be
used as a propelling power. What is this
steam power for? Is it merely for the ac-
commodation of mankind? Or has God
made this an important agent to perform
His work—to facilitate His purposes in
the last days? The matter is unques-
tionably the design of the Great Cre-
ator; not only so, but there is another
thing in connection with this—the Sav-
ior says, in speaking of his coming, it
shall be like the light of the morning,
or like lightning that shineth from one
end of heaven to the other, even so shall
the coming of the Son of Man be. What
do we behold being constructed on earth
to bring about the designs of heaven?
We behold the electric wire running from
one country to another, and already it



