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follow not after the riches of this world,
to lust after them; I say, be careful, that
you do not want a carriage, and then an-
other, and so on, before paying your debt
to the Fund. And if you are not careful,
you will never be satisfied with earthly
possessions, worlds without end.

I would like about six discourses
preached upon this text, each about six
hours long, if we had time, to see if we
could remove the scales from the eyes of
the people, and stir them up to faithful-
ness in keeping their covenants, and do-
ing to others as they would have others
do to them.

If any of the brethren are disposed,
they can go into mathematical demon-
strations on this subject; and can show
to the congregation what the Fund would
probably be another year, if all were
faithful in paying back what they have
received from it. If I were to guess, with-
out entering into an examination of the
books, I should judge that we would have
between one and two hundred thousand
dollars, with which to bring the poor to
this place next season.

The Perpetual Emigrating Fund is a
business transaction that increases; it is
bound to increase, if men and women
will be faithful to pay what they owe.
The question may be asked, "Do you
want the people to pay when they are
suffering?" There is no such thing as suf-
fering here. Is there a man, woman or
child in this territory who cannot get
what is necessary for them to eat with-
out being forced to the necessity of steal-
ing it? Is there a house in this city, or
territory, that will refuse a hungry per-
son a meal of victuals, when he has not
been here long enough to earn his food?
Every person acquainted with the cir-
cumstances and disposition of the peo-
ple here will say. "No, there is not a
family that would not impart to their

brethren and sisters, to the passing
stranger, and even to an enemy, to feed
them."

Again, how many invalids can you
find here, or people who cannot do
enough to maintain themselves? Very
few.

Four years ago we commenced to lay
our plans to sustain the poor, and take
care of those who could not take care of
themselves. We provided sixteen houses
on one farm which we purchased, and
had men selected to take care of those
who could not sustain themselves; but
there has not been a man or woman, a
widowed lady or an orphan child who
was old enough to speak for himself, that
has been willing to occupy one of these
houses, go to a farm, or live in a house
that we purchased for them. They say,
"We do not want to live there, for it was
purchased for the poor." We have never
found a family that would acknowledge
themselves so destitute as to live in a
house we bought for the accommodation
of the poor. "But," say they, "if you
will purchase a house for us close to the
Tabernacle, we will live in it."

For the last four years, we have fed,
on an average, six hundred people, who
come to the Tithing Office, and who
never give us a dime for it: and yet they
will not acknowledge themselves poor.
There are also hundreds of persons in
this city, and in other cities in the ter-
ritory, who require the Bishops to help
them, when at the same time they are
able to drive a pretty good team, and oc-
cupy as good a house as I live in, and are
able to have a good garden, and quite
a farm. Yet they will go to the Bish-
ops, and say, "Will you let me have a
yoke of oxen?" or, "I wish, Bishop, you
would let me have those horses; I do not
know when I can pay you for them; I am
poor;" or, "Will you let me have that car-
riage that has been put in on tithing? I


