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the Saints from their midst, than they
began to adopt some of the same princi-
ples of spiritual philosophy, although in
a perverted sense of the word.

Editors, statesmen, philosophers,
priests, and lawyers, as well as the com-
mon people, began to advocate the prin-
ciple of converse with the dead, by vi-
sions, divination, clairvoyance, knock-
ing, and writing mediums, &c., &c.
This spiritual philosophy of converse
with the dead, once established by the
labors, toils, sufferings, and martyrdom
of its modern founders, and now em-
braced by a large portion of the learned
world, shows a triumph more rapid
and complete—a victory more extensive,
than has ever been achieved in the same
length of time in our world.

A quarter of a century since, an ob-
scure boy and his few associates, in the
western wilds of New York, commenced
to hold converse with the dead. Now, vi-
sion, new revelation, clairvoyance, medi-
ums, oracles, &c., are talked of and advo-
cated as far as the modern press extends
its influence, or steam its powers of loco-
motion.

An important point is gained, a vic-
tory won, and a countless host of oppos-
ing powers vanquished, on one of the
leading or fundamental truths of "Mor-
mon" philosophy, viz.—"That the living
may hear from the dead."

But, notwithstanding these great vic-
tories of truth over error, ignorance, and
superstition, in certain points of spiri-
tual philosophy, yet much remains to be
done, ere pure, uncontaminated truth
will reign triumphant, and darkness and
error surrender their last stronghold on
the earth.

The fact of spiritual communica-
tions being established, by which the
living hear from the dead—being no
longer a question of controversy with
the well informed, we drop that point,

and call attention to the means of dis-
criminating or judging between the law-
ful and the unlawful mediums or chan-
nels of communication—between the
holy and impure, the truths and false-
hoods, thus communicated.

The words of the holy Prophet in our
text, while they admit the principle of
the living hearing from the dead, openly
rebuke, and sharply reprove, persons for
seeking to those who have familiar spir-
its, and to wizards that peep and mutter,
and remind us that a people should seek
unto their God for the living to hear from
the dead!

By what means, then, can a people
seek unto their God, for such an impor-
tant blessing as to hear from the dead?

And how shall we discriminate be-
tween those who seek to Him, and those
who seek the same by unlawful means?

In the first place, no persons can suc-
cessfully seek to God for this privilege,
unless they believe in direct revelation in
modern times.

Secondly, it is impossible for us to
seek Him successfully, and remain in our
sins. A thorough repentance and refor-
mation of life are absolutely necessary, if
we would seek to Him.

Thirdly, Jesus Christ is the only
name given under heaven as a medium
through which to approach to God. None,
then, can be lawful mediums, who are
unbelievers in Jesus Christ, or in mod-
ern revelation; or who remain in their
sins; or who act in their own name, in-
stead of the name appointed.

And moreover, the Lord has ap-
pointed a Holy Priesthood on the earth,
and in the heavens, and also in the
world of spirits; which Priesthood is
after the order or similitude of His
Son; and has committed to this Priest-
hood the keys of holy and divine reve-
lation, and of correspondence, or com-
munication between angels, spirits, and
men, and between all the holy de-


