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to build it without revelation, without a
pattern.

Thus the Ark of the Covenant con-
tinued until the days of David, King of
Israel, standing or occupying a Taber-
nacle, or tent. But to David, God gave
commandment that he should build Him
a house, wherein He, Himself, might
dwell, or which He might visit, and in
which He might commune with His ser-
vants when He pleased.

From the day the children of Israel
were led out of Egypt to the days of
Solomon, Jehovah had no resting place
upon the earth (and for how long a period
before that day, the history is unpub-
lished), but walked in the tent or Taber-
nacle, before the Ark, as it seemed Him
good, having no place to lay His head.

David was not permitted to build the
house which he was commanded to build,
because he was a "man of blood," that is,
he was beset by enemies on every hand,
and had to spend his days in war and
bloodshed to save Israel (much as the
Latter-day Saints have done, only he had
the privilege to defend himself and peo-
ple from mobocrats and murderers, while
we have hitherto been denied that privi-
lege), and, consequently, he had no time
to build a house unto the Lord but com-
manded his son Solomon, who succeeded
him on the throne, to erect the Temple
at Jerusalem, which God had required at
his hands.

The pattern of this Temple, the
length, and breadth, and height of the
inner and outer courts, with all the
fixtures thereunto appertaining, were
given to Solomon by revelation, through
the proper source. And why was this
revelation-pattern necessary? Because
that Solomon had never built a Tem-
ple, and did not know what was neces-
sary in the arrangement of the differ-
ent apartments, any better than Moses
did what was needed in the Tabernacle.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

This Temple, called Solomon's Tem-
ple, because Solomon was the master
workman, was completed some time pre-
vious to the appearance of the Son of
Man on the earth, in the form of the babe
of Bethlehem, and had been dedicated as
the House of the Lord, and accepted as
a finished work by the Father, who com-
manded it to be built, that His Son might
have a resting place on the earth, when
he should enter on his mission.

Why, then, did Jesus exclaim to
the man who volunteered to follow him
wheresoever he went, that "the Son of
Man hath not where to lay his head?"
Jesus knew the pretended Saint and fol-
lower to be a hypocrite, and that if he
told him plainly that he would not fare
as well as the birds and foxes, he would
leave him at once, and that would save
Him much trouble.

But how could Jesus' saying, that he
had "not where to lay his head," be true?
Because the house which the Father had
commanded to be built for his reception,
although completed, had become pol-
luted, and hence the saying, "My house is
the house of prayer; but ye have made it
a den of thieves," and he made a scourge
of cords, and drove the moneychangers,
and dove sellers, and faro gamblers, all
out of his house, and overthrew their ta-
bles; but that did not purify the house, so
that he could not sleep in it, for an holy
thing dwelleth not in an unholy Temple.

If Jesus could not lay his head in
an unholy, polluted temple, how can the
Latter-day Saints expect that the Holy
Spirit will take and abide its residence
with them, in their tabernacles and tem-
ples of clay, unless they keep themselves
pure, spotless, and undefiled?

It is no wonder that the Son of
Man, soon after his resurrection from
the tomb, ascended to his Father, for
he had no place on earth to lay his



