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deep, dark chasm, made by a thousand
floods. Nothing shall present a barrier
too high, too rugged, or so difficult that
you cannot surmount it.

As physical strength shall be given,
so shall mental strength and ability, and
you will increase and strengthen until
you can fathom the deep sciences, and
unfold the mysteries of eternity.

To you, also, ye maidens of Israel, is it
not an honor to be numbered among the
daughters of Zion? Unto you this invita-
tion extends, to make yourselves useful
in the drama of life; qualify yourselves
also for the part which may be allotted
you to perform in the Kingdom of our
God. Preserve yourselves in purity and
the perfection of every virtue. Let your
time be fully occupied in some useful em-
ployment and although you may not be
called upon to encounter the fierce con-
test of the world, as your brothers, fa-
thers, or husbands, yet your path shall
so closely entwine itself with theirs, as to
strengthen, nourish, and sustain them,
be a present help in every time of need;
and when the storm clouds shall lower,
and fierce persecution rage, be enabled
by united faith and energy to bid de-
fiance to "Mormon" foes, whether they
come in form of men in hostile array, or
the more insidious and stealthy manner
of demons from the arch and subtle in-
triguer, and deceiver of the human race.

Yes, fair maidens, if you would have
loveliness encircle your brow, and beauty
adorn your forms, let the gems of virtue,
truth, and sincerity sparkle your eyes,
and adorn your minds with knowledge
and wisdom. Let excellence, goodness,
and industry embellish your lives, and
the star of your glory shall never wane,
nor the promised inheritance to dwell
among the Gods be withheld, proving to
God and man:

"The kindest blessing High
Heaven could send; In life a trea-
sure, and in death a friend."

This is an age of progress, and if we
would keep pace with the times, we must
progress also. The youth of other States,
Territories, or Nations, must not outstrip
us in the arts and sciences, nor in any-
thing that is calculated to adorn life and
become useful to man.

Situated as we are, so far distant
from the emporium of letters and com-
merce, some may think that this is dif-
ficult to avoid; but it is not so. It is
easy not only to keep pace with, but out-
strip them even in the race of progress.
Our advantages are simply these—we
have not the burden of trash and non-
sense to wade through at the beginning,
which others have; the mind is there-
fore more free to act, and can conceive
more real truth and imbibe more real
knowledge in a given time; and although
we may not yet possess every facility
for our advancement, still we are more
than compensated by the wholesome in-
fluence of virtue and religion, rules, reg-
ulations, and institutions freed from the
bigotry, superstitions, dogmas, and fol-
lies of ages. We moreover breathe the
pure mountain air, and drink from the
cool mountain stream, and dwell in a
lighter and purer atmosphere, not only
physically, but socially and morally. Are
these advantages, and do they contribute
to correct thinking? If they are, and if
they do, then we have certainly no cause
to complain.

If we will only avail ourselves of the
opportunities which we possess, take
the good, and reject the evil, abide in
the light and truth, and apply our-
selves, we have no fears but that we
shall excel. And time will show in
regard to our moral and social insti-
tutions, which Congress are so often
trying to legislate about. They are
welcome to all of their moral and so-
cial rules and regulations, religious or
otherwise; nor do I suppose that we
shall try to legislate about them, al-


