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will you accept a little counsel from me?
When you go from this Tabernacle make
a covenant with yourselves that you will
taste no more ardent spirits, unless it
is absolutely necessary, and you know it
is; also make a covenant with yourselves
that no more of that filthy, nasty, and
obnoxious weed called tobacco shall en-
ter your mouths; it is a disgrace to this
and every other community. I am well
aware of the reflections of many upon
this subject. You may say to yourselves,
"If I can do as well as my parents, I
think I shall do well, and be as good as
I want to be; and I should not strive to
excel them." But if you do your duty you
will far excel them in everything that is
good—in holiness, in physical and intel-
lectual strength, for this is your privi-
lege, and it becomes your duty. Young
men, take this advice from me, and prac-
tice it in your future life, and it will be
more valuable to you than the riches of
this world. "Why," say you, "I see the
older brethren chew tobacco, why should
I not do it likewise?" Thus the boys have
taken license from the pernicious habits
of others, until they have formed an ap-
petite, a false appetite; and they love
a little liquor, and a little tobacco, and
many other things that are injurious to
their constitutions, and certainly hurtful
to their moral character. Take a course
that you can know more than your par-
ents. We have had all the traditions of
the age in which we were born to con-
tend with; but these young men and
women, or the greater part of them, have
been born in the Church, and brought up
Latter-day Saints, and have received the
teachings that are necessary to advance
them in the kingdom of God on earth.
If you are in any way suspicious that
the acts of your parents are not right,
if there is a conviction in your minds
that they feed appetites that are injuri-
ous to them, then it is for you to abstain

from that which you see is not good in
your parents.

I will now offer a few words of en-
couragement, and I wish you to listen
to them attentively. If you wish to be
great in the Kingdom of God, you must
be good. It has been told you often, and I
reiterate it today, that no man or woman
in this kingdom that the Lord Almighty
has again established upon the earth,
can become great without being good—
without being true to their integrity,
faithful to their trust, full of charity and
good works. If they do not order their
lives to do all the good they can, they
will be stripped of their anticipations of
greatness. You may write that down, and
write it as revelation if you please, for
it is true. Again, you must make sacri-
fice, if such you may call it, of every feel-
ing you possess on earth, as a man, as
a woman, as a father, as a mother, as
a husband, as a wife, as a member of a
family or community, for the sake of the
kingdom of God on earth—that you as-
suredly must do. Now remember, that
no earthly object may stand between you
and your calling and duty.

While gazing upon the scene be-
fore me, and thinking of what we
had passed through—scenes of afflic-
tion fleeting through my memory, I re-
flected on the generation now growing
up, and on the past dealings of the
Lord towards this people in His wise
providences. I recollect that in 1839,
the Twelve and others were called upon
to go to England, after they had suf-
fered much persecution and tribulation.
Brother Joseph Smith had to leave Ohio
and escape for his life. I had also to
leave the country to save my life; I was
going to the west, where Joseph told
me to go. I had not been in Missouri
more than five months, before the mob
commenced to burn houses. I had ex-
pended what little means I had left, to
purchase an inheritance for my family,


