
THE GOSPEL, ETC. 9

mitted any sins, I answer, it is necessary
to fulfil all righteousness.

I have heard of some of you cursing
and swearing, even some of the Elders of
Israel. I would be baptized seven times,
were I in your place; I would not stop
teasing some good Elder to baptize me
again and again, until I could think my
sins forgiven. I would not live over an-
other night until I was baptized enough
to satisfy me that my sins were forgiven.
Then go and be confirmed, as you were
when you first embraced the religion of
Jesus. That is my counsel.

Furthermore I counsel you to stop
and think what you are doing, before you
commit any more sins, before you give
way to your temper. The temper, or the
evil propensities of men, when given way
to are the cause of sinning so much. The
Lord is suffering the devil to work upon
and try His people. The selfish will, op-
erated upon by the power of Satan, is
the strongest cord that vibrates through
the human system. This has been ver-
ified a thousand times. Men have sac-
rificed their money, their health, their
good names, their friends, and have bro-
ken through every tender tie to gratify
their wills. Curb that, bridle the tongue,
and then hold the mastery over your feel-
ings, that they submit not to the will
of the flesh, but to the will of the Holy
Ghost; and decide in your own minds
that your will and judgment shall be
none other than the will and judgment
of the Spirit of God, and you will then go
and sin no more.

Many of the brethren who have led
companies through this season are scat-
tered through the congregation. I will
tell a story you will scarcely believe. In
the first place, I will remark, it has been
very common for the companies crossing
the plains to send into the city for pro-
visions to be sent out to them. Again,
many of you newcomers have suffered for

want of food on the plains. Would you
have suffered as you did if you had been
in possession of the experience you now
have? "No," you reply. "No," says this fa-
ther, and that mother, and this man that
brought through a company, "had we the
experience we now have, when we left
the Missouri River, we could have come
through, and none have suffered for food,
and less of our stock would have been de-
stroyed." This experience is good for you.
It helps you to learn the lessons of hu-
man life, for the Lord designs His peo-
ple to understand the whole of it—to un-
derstand the light and the darkness, the
height and the depth, the length and the
breadth of every principle that is within
the compass of the human mind.

Now for the hard saying. Brother
David Wilkin's company, Joseph Young's
company, John Brown's company, and
other companies, had more provisions for
their journey, when they left Missouri
River, by a great amount, than the first
emigrants had who started to come to
this valley, not knowing whither they
went, carrying with them their farming
implements into a country where they
could obtain nothing to sustain them-
selves in life until they raised it from
the ground. When you started for this
place, you had more provisions, accord-
ing to your numbers, than the first Pio-
neer companies had who came here six
years ago. Can you believe this state-
ment? I can prove it to you. Here are
hundreds who can testify to the truth
of this statement. And you complain of
suffering! If you suffer, it is for want
of experience. This is positive proof to
you, that were it not that the Lord turns
us into these difficulties, and leads us
into these trials, we could not know how
to be glorified and crowned in His pres-
ence. If these companies were again to
cross the plains, they would have plenty,
and some to spare to feed the poor, and


