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His work with greater rapidity. But let
you and me live and die in peace, and
in our lives we send the Gospel to the
nations, from kingdom to kingdom, and
from people to people, will it advance
with the same speed if it receive no per-
secution? If we had received no persecu-
tion in Nauvoo, would the Gospel have
spread as it now has? Would the Elders
have been scattered so widely as they
now are, preaching the Gospel? No, they
would have been wedded to their farms,
and the precious seed of the word would
have been choked. "Brother Joseph, or
brother Brigham, do not call upon me to
go on a mission, for I have so much to do
I cannot go," would have been the gen-
eral cry. "I want to build a row of stores
across this or that block, and place my-
self in a situation to make $100,000 a
year, and then I can devote so much for
the building up of the kingdom of God."
The Elders would have been so devoted
to riches, they would not have gone to
preach when the Lord wanted them. But
when they have not a frock to put upon
the backs of their children, or a shoe
for their feet, then they can go out and
preach the Gospel to the world.

Well, do you think that persecution
has done us good? Yes. I sit and laugh,
and rejoice exceedingly when I see per-
secution. I care no more about it than
I do about the whistling of the north
wind, the croaking of the crane that flies
over my head, or the crackling of the
thorns under the pot. The Lord has
all things in His hand; therefore, let
it come, for it will give me experience.
Do you suppose I should have known
what I now know, had I not been per-
secuted? I can now see the hearts of
the children of men with the same clear-
ness as I can your persons in the light of
day. I know we have been sunk in the
depths of poverty and wretchedness, by
the hands of our enemies, but in this we

have seen the works of the Lord, and
the works of darkness intermingled; this
has taught us to discriminate between
the two, that we may learn to choose
the good, and refuse the evil; or in other
words, to separate the chaff from the
wheat.

I am a witness that "Mormonism" is
true upon philosophical principles. Ev-
ery particle of sense I have proves it to
be sound, natural reason. The gospel is
true, there is a God, there are angels,
there are a heaven and a hell, and we
are all in eternity, and out of it we can
never get; it is boundless, without begin-
ning or end, and we have never been out
of it. Time is a certain portion of eternity
allotted to the existence of these mortal
bodies, which are to be dissolved, to be
decomposed, or disorganized, prepara-
tory to entering into a more exalted state
of being. It is a portion of eternity allot-
ted to this world, and can only be known
by the changes we see in the composi-
tion and decomposition of the elements
of which it is composed. The Lord has
put His children here, and given them
bodies that are also subject to decay, to
see if they will prove themselves worthy
of the particles of which their taberna-
cles are composed, and of a glorious res-
urrection when their mortal bodies will
become immortalized. Now if you pos-
sess the light of the Holy Spirit, you can
see clearly that trials in the flesh are ac-
tually necessary.

I will refer again to the brethren and
sisters who have lately come over the
plains. My counsel to them today is, as
it has been on former occasions to all
who have come into these valleys, Go and
be baptized for the remission of sins, re-
penting of all your wanderings from the
path of righteousness, believing firmly,
in the name of Jesus Christ, that all
your sins will be washed away. If any of
you inquire what is the necessity of your
being baptized, as you have not com-



