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known but by its opposite, bitter? It
is by this means that we obtain all in-
telligence. This is "Mormonism," and it
is founded upon all truth, upon every
principle of true philosophy; in fact, the
Gospel of Jesus Christ is the only true
philosophy in existence. There is not one
particle of it that is not strictly philo-
sophical, though you and I may not un-
derstand all the fulness of it, but we will
if we continue faithful.

Let the brethren who have been per-
secuted and driven from city to city,
inquire of themselves if they like it.
Some of you may give a negative to this
inquiry. You recollect brother Taylor
telling about a woman in Far West who
had her house burnt down some four or
five times; she finally said, "she would be
damned if she would stand it any longer."
If her eyes had been opened to see, she
would have thanked the Lord for that,
more than for anything else; that per-
secution was more precious to her than
riches, because it was designed to teach
her to understand the knowledge of God.
Do I acknowledge the hand of the Lord
in persecution? Yes, I do. It is one of
the greatest blessings that could be con-
ferred upon the people of God. I acknowl-
edge the hand of the Lord in leveling His
people to the dust of the earth, and re-
ducing them to a state of abject poverty.

Time and time again have I left hand-
some property to be inherited by our en-
emies.

Suppose we were called to leave what
we have now, should we call it a sac-
rifice? Shame on the man who would
so call it; for it is the very means
of adding to him knowledge, under-
standing, power, and glory, and pre-
pares him to receive crowns, kingdoms,
thrones, and principalities, and to be
crowned in glory with the Gods of eter-
nity. Short of this, we can never re-
ceive that which we are looking for.

For example, I will refer to your cross-
ing the plains. How could you in any
other way have known the hardships in-
cident to such a journey? And do you
not feel ashamed for getting angry at
your cattle, or for letting passion arise in
your bosoms? Suppose you were rolling
in wealth, and perfectly at your ease,
with an abundance around you; you
might have remained in that condition
until Doomsday, and never could have
advanced in the school of intelligence,
any more than Adam could have known
about the works of God, in the great de-
sign of the creation, without first being
made acquainted with the opposite? "Is
there evil in the city and I have not done
it, saith the Lord." There is no evil that
is not known to the Lord. He has been
perfectly acquainted with all the perse-
cutions the Saints have passed through.
His hand was there, as much so asitisin
building up and tearing down kingdoms
and thrones on earth; and even the moth
we trample upon is not overlooked by
Him. Everything is under His watchful
eye; he understands all the works of His
hands, and knows how to use them to His
own glory. He has given the children of
men the privilege of becoming equal with
His Son Jesus Christ, and has placed all
things that pertain to this world in their
hands, to see what use they will make of
them.

Joseph could not have been perfected,
though he had lived a thousand years,
if he had received no persecution. If he
had lived a thousand years, and led this
people, and preached the Gospel with-
out persecution, he would not have been
perfected as well as he was at the age
of thirty-nine years. You may calcu-
late when this people are called to go
through scenes of affliction and suffer-
ing, are driven from their homes, and
cast down, and scattered, and smitten,
and peeled, the Almighty is rolling on



