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God, have destroyed themselves, and
have destroyed others; corrupted, weak,
fallen, degenerate, and abominable, they
have sunk to their own place. How much
of this has there been both among men
and women, to the violation of the most
sacred covenants they have made before
God, angels, and men. They have broken
their covenants, corrupted themselves,
departed from the right way, lost the
Spirit of God, and they are anxious to go
here and there, and everything is wrong
with them, and every place fails to yield
them comfort, because a consciousness
of their guilt is continually with them;
everything is out of place to them, and
their understandings are darkened. At
one time they were quick to comprehend
truth by the light of the Spirit, but now
they walk in darkness.

This reminds me of a remark made
once in Far West by a man; says
he, "I know Joseph Smith is a false
Prophet, and that the Book of Mormon
and Covenants are false." How do you
know it? "Why, says he, if a man com-
mit adultery, he shall apostatize; and I
have done it, and have not apostatized."
That is a good sample of the intelligence
that is manifested by many. Do people
think they can commit acts of iniquity,
transgress the laws of God, and break
their covenants, after being admitted to
great privileges in the kingdom of God,
and retain His Spirit, and a knowledge
of His purposes? I tell you, no; but their
very conduct and spirit give the lie to
their profession all the day long, just as
much as this Missouri man's did which I
have mentioned.

Well, what is it we are engaged in?
Is the object of our being, in this life,
attained by thinking of nothing else
but horses, to look to nothing else but
our little interests, our little farm or
house, a few cattle, and the like? Is
this all we are concerned in, ye Latter-
day Saints? And if some of these
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things do not come smooth and square
according to your notions; and if you
have made your golden or some other
darling idol, and a Moses should come
along and break it to pieces and stamp
it under his feet, and scatter it abroad,
and say, "Arise, Israel, and wake from
your slumbers;" do you feel very much
grieved? Do you feel as though some
dreadful calamity had happened to you?
Have you forgot who you are, and what
your object is? Have you forgot that you
profess to be Saints of the Most High
God, clothed upon with the Holy Priest-
hood? Have you forgot that you are
aiming to become Kings and Priests to
the Lord, and Queens and Priestesses to
Him? Have you forgot that you are as-
sociated with the Saints of God in Zion,
where the oracles of truth are revealed,
and the truths of God are made mani-
fest, and clearly developed; where you
and your posterity after you can learn
the ways of life and salvation; where you
are placed in a position that you can ob-
tain blessings from the great Eloheim,
that will rest upon you and your pos-
terity worlds without end? Have you
forgot these things, and begun to turn
again to the beggarly elements of the
world, and become blind, like others we
have spoken of, turning like the sow
that was washed to her wallowing in
the mire? We ought to reflect some-
times upon these things, and understand
our true position. Have you forgot that
you came from God, that He is your
Father? Have you forgot that you are
aiming to get back to His presence? If
you have forgot all this, your conduct
and actions now are fraught with eter-
nal consequences to yourselves, to your
progenitors, and to your posterity after
you. Have you forgot that thousands
who have possessed the Holy Priesthood
here, still exist in the eternal world,
and look with interest upon your con-
duct and proceedings? Have you forgot



