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different, where would be the trial of our
faith? In a word, be it so; it is as it should
be.

Now understand, to choose life is to
choose principles that will lead you to
an eternal increase, and nothing short of
them will produce life in the resurrection
for the faithful. Those that choose death,
make choice of the path which leads to
the end of their organization. The one
leads to endless increase and progres-
sion, the other to the destruction of the
organized being, ending in its entire de-
composition into the particles that com-
pose the native elements. Is this so in all
cases, you inquire? Yes, for aught I know.
I shall not pretend to deny but what it is
so in all cases. This much I wanted to
say to the brethren, with regard to life
and death.

As to the word annihilate, as we un-
derstand it, there is no such principle
as to put a thing which exists, entirely
out of existence, so that it does not ex-
ist in any term, shape, or place what-
ever. It would be as reasonable to say
that ENDLESS, which is synonymous to
the word eternity, has both a beginning
and an end. For instance, supposing we
get one of the best mathematicians that
can be found, and let him commence at
one point of time, the operation of multi-
plication when he has exhausted all his
knowledge of counting in millions, &c.,
until he can proceed no further, he is no
nigher the outside of eternity than when
he commenced. This has been under-
stood from the beginning. The ancients
understood it, it was taught by Jesus and
his Apostles, who understood the true
principles of eternity. In consequence
of some expressions of the ancient ser-
vants of God, has come the tradition of
the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. You hear some
of them preach and teach that which I
never taught; you hear them preach peo-
ple into hell. Such a doctrine never en-

tered into my heart; but you hear others
preach, that people will go there to dwell
throughout the endless ages of eternity.
Such persons know no more about eter-
nity, and are no more capable of instruct-
ing others upon the subject, than a lit-
tle child. They tell about going to hell,
where the worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched, where you must dwell.
How long? Why, I should say, just as long
as you please.

One thing more. The beauty of our
religion, that very erroneous doctrine,
which the world call "Mormonism," we
had set before us this morning by El-
der Parley P. Pratt. The whole object of
my existence is, to continue to live, to
increase, to spread abroad, and gather
around me to an endless duration. What
shall I say? You may unite the efforts of
the best mathematicians the world can
produce, and when they have counted as
many millions of ages, worlds, and eter-
nities, as the power of numbers within
their knowledge will embrace, they are
still as ignorant of eternity as when they
began. Then ask people of general in-
telligence; people who understand in a
great degree, the philosophical princi-
ples of creation, which, they have stud-
ied and learned by a practical course
of education, and what do they know
about it? It is true they know a little,
and that little every other sane person
knows, whether he is educated or une-
ducated; they know about that portion
of eternity called TIME. Suppose I ask
the learned when was the beginning of
eternity? Can they think of it? No!
And I should very much doubt some of
the sayings of one of the best philoso-
phers and writers of the age, that we
call brother, with regard to the charac-
ter of the Lord God whom we serve. I
very much doubt whether it has ever en-
tered into his heart to comprehend eter-
nity. These are principles and ideas I
scarcely ever meddle with. The prac-


