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no power, and my wisdom is foolishness;
then I cling close to the Lord, and I
have power in His name. I think I have
learned the Gospel so as to know, that in
and of myself I am nothing. In the or-
ganization of my system, however, is a
foundation laid, if I rightly improve upon
it, that will secure to me the indepen-
dence of the Gods in eternity. This is ob-
tained by strictly adhering to the princi-
ples of the Gospel in this life, which will
lead us on from faith to faith, and from
grace to grace. This is the way, I think, I
have learned the Lord.

Shall we ever see the time we shall
be perfectly independent of every other
being in all the eternities? No; we shall
never see that time. Many have fallen
on as simple ground as this, and were I
to use a Western term, I would, say, "they
were troubled with a big head." Such per-
sons think they have power to do this,
that, and the other, but they are left to
themselves, and the Lord loves to show
them they have no power.

We hear some saying—"I will get out
of this community as soon as I can."
Why? "Because I bought a wagon of
one of my brethren, and he wants me to
pay for it." Or, "I rode a brother's horse
to death, and he thinks I should make
it good." "It is a damnable community,
and I will not stay in it." I do not hear
these things myself, but I can hear of
them. I know it is so. What ails such
people? They have taken strength to
themselves, and forgotten the Lord their
God. They do not call upon His name,
and trust in Him to direct them in all
their ways. They forget they are do-
ing as they used to do, viz., serve the
Lord on the seventh day, and take six
to themselves. They will traffic, trade,
labor and heap up riches six days, and
go to meeting on Sunday to serve the
Lord one day. About such a religion
I am ignorant, only I know it is good
for nothing. My religion must be with

me from one Monday morning to the
next, the year round, or it will not an-
swer me. You can see how easy it is for
Latter-day Saints to step out of the path
of duty.

Those who step out of the way do
not know themselves, they are unac-
quainted with the nature of the human
family, and with the principles of the
kingdom we are engaged in building up.
When the Latter-day Saints make up
their minds to endure, for the kingdom
of God's sake, whatsoever shall come,
whether poverty or riches, whether sick-
ness or to be driven by mobs, they will
say it is all right, and will honor the hand
of the Lord in it, and in all things, and
serve Him to the end of their lives, ac-
cording to the best of their ability, God
being their helper. If you have not made
up your minds for this, the quicker you
do so the better.

Persons who cannot control them-
selves, and hold in subjection their feel-
ings, and lustful desires, and appetites,
know no better than to run distracted af-
ter the perishable things of this world.
They say they "are going to California;"
and I thank the Lord they are. Why? Be-
cause I would rather be in this commu-
nity with one hundred families of poor,
honest-hearted Saints, than one hun-
dred millions who mix up with devils,
and go to California. And how long will
they be there before they are begging
of some Gentile merchant to bring them
back again? But I say, "let them lie there
in hell, until they are well burnt out,
like an old pipe." I would not move my
finger to help them back now, for they
would only corrupt the community. Af-
ter awhile, when they are purified, then
we will bring them to Zion, if they wish
to come and serve the Lord; but if they
wish to serve themselves, let them serve
themselves, and if the devil, let them
serve him.

My prayer for you, this morning, is,


