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what they have been taught is right,
even by the traditions of the fathers. We
have been taught from our childhood,
that passion, anger, strife, and malice
are wrong. Our former traditions, in
a great many instances, have been as
true, and as much in accordance with the
Gospel, as they could be given. We have
been traditionated not to swear, and the
spirit within us forbids it. If we maltreat
our animals, or each other, the spirit
within us, our traditions, and the Bible,
all agree in declaring it is wrong. When
the Saints arrive in Salt Lake Valley,
how easy it is for them to wander from
the right way! I could point out scores of
cases, had I time. On the other hand, I
can point out men who have been with
us for years in the depths of poverty, and
some from the beginning, and they never
saw the time they could feed their fami-
lies with sufficient food, nor clothe them,
and yet they are full of faith and humil-
ity. Should this people partake of the
blessings of the Lord as freely as He is
willing to bestow them, it would destroy
them. They do not realize they are to
be tried in all things. They would say,
"I acknowledge I am blessed, but I have
blessed myself;" and forget it is the Lord
who has blessed them, and given them
their gold and silver, their houses and
lands, their horses and carriages, and all
things they possess.

If the Latter-day Saints have not
learned to handle the good things of this
world, acknowledging the hand of God in
putting them into their possession, they
have this lesson yet to learn. When those
who can bear poverty are blessed with
prosperity, they are apt to rise up in their
own strength and wisdom, and forget the
God who has blessed them, and make
shipwreck of faith. Again, there are
those who have been prospered in their
life, when they are brought to poverty
and want, turn away from the truth,

like the young man in Nauvoo, who sat
down to breakfast from a Johnny cake
alone; says he, "I do not ask a blessing
upon this; if God does not give me bet-
ter food than this, I shall never ask him
to bless it." I said, "You will make ship-
wreck of faith." The spirit he manifested
was an apostate spirit; he had forgotten
there was a providence in the very cir-
cumstance he spurned, and he went to
destruction. Mysterious as it may ap-
pear to the children of men, God is in and
round about all things.

To do right, can be reduced to per-
fect simplicity in a few words, viz., from
this time henceforth, let no person work,
or transact any kind of business what-
ever, that he cannot do in the name of
the Lord, and let him sink wholly into
His will, whether it oppose his preju-
dices, or not, or is decidedly objection-
able to his feelings. The Lord will ul-
timately lead such persons into the ful-
ness of His joy by a way that may some-
times appear dark to them. But there
are thousands who will say, "Lord, we
believe in your name, in your name we
have been baptized, and we have proph-
esied, and have cast out devils in your
name; do you not remember we laid
hands on a person in yonder city, or
in that house, and cast a devil out of
him?" Such persons, that have healed
the sick, or cast out a devil, sooner or
later, take strength to themselves, if they
are not careful, and believe they have
power of themselves to do what they
please. Boast not of these matters. You
hear many say, "I am a Latter-day Saint,
and I never will apostatize;" "I am a
Latter-day Saint, and shall be to the day
of my death." I never make such dec-
larations, and never shall. I think I
have learned that of myself I have no
power, but my system is organized to in-
crease in wisdom, knowledge, and power,
getting a little here and a little there.
But when I am left to myself, I have


