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gether with the worlds they inhabit,
ages before the foundations of our
earth were laid? O man, remember
the future destiny and glory of the

earth, and secure thine everlasting in-
heritance upon the same, that when it
shall be glorious, thou shalt be glorious
also.
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Myself and my brethren frequently
rise to address the congregation in this
place, not knowing precisely what may
prove the most beneficial and instruct-
ing. The same weakness is in me, that
is common to the most of my brethren
who address you from this stand, that is,
a degree of timidity, which arises from a
sense of the importance of the work in
which we are engaged; but my resolution
overbalances this.

Can anything be taught that will ed-
ify this congregation like the principles
of the Gospel? It may be said the life
and existence of man, with the varied av-
ocations of his life, from birth to death,
are an interesting subject, as much so
as the Gospel. But this is connected
with the Gospel of salvation, as well as
everything else that is associated with
his being. The whole mortal existence
of man is neither more nor less than
a preparatory state given to finite be-
ings, a space wherein they may improve
themselves for a higher state of being.
The labor of man in this existence seems
to be almost wholly directed to procure
a mortal subsistence; this is more par-
ticularly the case with those who have
not learned the order of heaven, and
that it is necessary to direct our ener-

gies, during our time here, in a chan-
nel to secure salvation in the kingdom of
God.

Mankind, in general, do not stop to
reflect, they are pressing headlong to
grasp the whole world if possible; each
individual is for himself, and he is ig-
norant of the design the Almighty had
in his creation and existence in this life.
To obtain a knowledge of this design is
a duty obligatory upon all the sons and
daughters of Adam.

The Latter-day Saints realize that
there is no period of man ' existence
not incorporated with the plan of salva-
tion, and directly pointing to a future ex-
istence. Consequently, when we stand
here to speak to the people, let every
man speak what is in his heart. If one
of our Elders is capable of giving us a
lecture upon any of the sciences, let it
be delivered in the spirit of meekness—
in the spirit of the holy Gospel. If, on
the Sabbath day, when we are assem-
bled here to worship the Lord, one of
the Elders should be prompted to give
us a lecture on any branch of education
with which he is acquainted, is it out-
side the pale of our religion? I think
not. If any of the Elders are disposal
to give a lecture to parents and chil-
dren on letters, on the rudiments of the


